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We are delighted that you have come to the 21st Salt 
Spring Film Festival! For new attendees, you will find 
important information and tips about the Festival in 
these pages. If you have any questions, volunteers are 
ready to help you at the Hospitality Desk just inside 
the main entrance, and in each film-viewing room. For 
festival veterans, our biggest change is the use of a new 
room on the ground floor of the north wing. By spreading 
out a little, we can minimize sound bleed between 
rooms. Just follow the signage to find the new room, 

and enjoy improved sound quality. With seven rooms, 
we are also able to have more repeat screenings so you 
have a better chance of seeing all the films you want. 
This is a particularly good year for film, so if your first 
choice in a time slot is full, you will find many excellent 
alternatives. Did you know you can rate the films? There 
are easy-to-use forms at the Hospitality Desk, and we 
love hearing your opinions. Enjoy!
Therin Gower
President, Salt Spring Film Festival Society

Welcome to the Festival!

James Cowan: Festival Manager
Tracy Harrison: Film Coordinator
Steve Martindale: Marketing & Publicity Coordinator

Therin Gower: President
David Abbey: Vice President
Bruce Eggertson: Secretary
Neil Martin: Treasurer
Jim Meadows: Director
Katharine Atkins: Director
Diane Copeland Thomas: Director
Cliff Knox: Director
Diana Morris Knox: Director
Leith Martin: Director
Brook Holdack: Director

Box Office: Bruce Eggertson
Decor: Diana Morris Knox
Filmmaker Interviews: Jennifer Cikaluk
Food: Leith Martin & Diane Minchiello
Fundraising: Therin Gower
Graphics: Tracy Harrison, Diane Copeland Thomas & Judy McPhee
Hospitality: David Abbey
Logistics: Cliff Knox
Membership: Steve Martindale
Program Guide & Website: Steve Martindale
Projectionists: Judy McPhee
Social Justice Bazaar: Brook Holdack
Technical: James Cowan
Venue Set-Up: Katharine Atkins
Volunteers: Therin Gower
Zero Waste Management: Marcelle Roy 

PROFESSIONAL SUPPORT
Program Guide & Printing: Kevin Luke, Contour Grafix Inc.
Website: Bryan Heck, Two Stones Creative Co.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE LEADERSSTAFF

Festival Passes
Admission to the Festival is by pass (which is a wristband). 
The passes may be purchased in the following ways:
Weekend + Gala Pass
Available in advance through the ArtSpring Box Office, and 
at the door. Includes Friday Night Gala.
Weekend Pass, Day Pass, Half Day Pass, Gala Night only
Available at the door. No advance sales.

PASS PRICES
Weekend + Gala Gala Night, Sat & Sun $45.00
Weekend Pass  Saturday & Sunday $35.00
Day Pass  Saturday OR Sunday $20.00
Half Day Pass  Sat OR Sun from 2pm $10.00
Gala only  Friday night only $15.00
The purchase price of a pass includes your Salt Spring Film 
Festival Society 2020 membership.Subsidized Passes

Subsidized passes are available through the main reception desk at Community Services main office (268 Fulford-Ganges Road). 
Subsidized passes are also available at the Festival Box Office. Please inquire at the door. Special thanks to Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 92 and Salt Spring Community Services for their support in our subsidized pass program.

Viewer Advisories: 
Please note that most of our films have not yet been rated by the provincial review board, and may contain scenes or language that may not 
be appropriate for all viewers. After certain film synopses we have included Viewer Advisories warning of content that some viewers may find 
objectionable. Please read the synopsis prior to seeing each film and be mindful of your tolerances. Festival staff and Board members who have 
seen the films are happy to answer any questions you may have about film content.

Cover photo credit: Danny Liao
Festival Venue   Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road



Opening Night Gala
Sponsored by Purica & Beachside

Friday, February 28
Doors open at 5:30 pm

Film starts at 7:00 pm
Tickets: $15 at the door

The Biggest Little Farm
John Chester, USA, 2019, 91 min.
Follow two idealistic dreamers on an eight-year odyssey to bring 
harmony to both their lives and the land, in this absolutely charming 
crowd-pleaser, which has been named Best Film and Audience 
Favourite at multiple film festivals and was shortlisted for the Oscars.

When the barking of their beloved dog leads to eviction from their tiny 
apartment, John and Molly Chester make a dramatic decision that takes 
them out of Los Angeles and back to the land, naïvely endeavouring to 
build one of the most diverse farms of its kind in complete coexistence 
with nature.

Trading city living for 200 acres of barren farmland in the foothills 
of Ventura County, the Chesters chronicle eight exhausting years of 
dogged perseverance and outsized idealism as they attempt to create 
the organic utopia they seek. When the farm’s depleted soil and drought-stricken ecosystem finally begin to reawaken, so do the Chesters’ 
hopes for the future, as they unlock the biodiversity that provides a vital blueprint for healthier living and a sustainable planet.

Refusing to give up on their ambitious dream despite repeated setbacks, they plant 10,000 fruit trees and over 200 different crops which 
attract wildlife of every kind, and capture it all in spectacular high-definition cinematography. This uplifting, motivational and optimistic film 
is an unforgettable testament to the complexity of nature and an invitation for us all to heed Mother Nature’s call.

OPENING NIGHT GALA DINNER
Friday, Feb. 28, from 5:30 to 7:00 pm
We are once again providing the popular option of dinner before the 
Opening Gala film, served in the GISS cafeteria. Michael & Daniel Shipley 
of Farm’s Gate Food & Catering will be preparing two main meal choices, 
including a vegetarian option and a lighter meal of soup and salad:

      •  Island Beef & Mushroom Stew ($20): smoked mashed
          potatoes, roasted winter vegetables with Francis sourdough.

     •  Spiced Chickpea Cakes ($15) (V, GF): pickled & roasted 
          vegetables, lentil hummus with tahini lime dressing.

     •  Soup & Salad ($12) (V, GFO): roasted squash & apple bisque,
         lightly dressed organic greens with Francis Sourdough.

Desserts and savoury snacks from Coco Loco Bakery, Salt Spring Harvest 
and Brookwood Farm will be available at the Intermission Café. Freshly 
made coffee will be provided by TJ Beans. A choice of teas and beverages 
will also be available.

Throughout the festival, Salt Spring Water Company is providing spring 
water from several water stations on the main floor. Please remember to 
bring a water bottle and/or mug each day to help us cut down on waste.

WEEKEND MEALS & SNACKS
Saturday, Feb. 29, & Sunday, March 1, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm
A variety of morning and lunch choices will be prepared each day by 
Coco Loco Bakery, Salt Spring Harvest, Brookwood Farm and Laughing 
Daughter, including vegetarian, vegan and gluten-free options. A selection 
of desserts and savoury snacks will also be available from these caterers 
throughout the day. Ometepe Coffee will be offering their fresh, fair-trade 
organic coffee.

We are very grateful to all our suppliers for their participation in creating 
a wonderful Festival experience. Their generous discounts and donations 
contribute to the continued operation of our unique Film Festival here on 
Salt Spring Island.

As part of the Film Festival experience, we are pleased to offer delicious food and beverages to enjoy with friends before and after films. 
Our local chefs and bakers create a variety of choices using fresh, locally sourced ingredients.



Baljit Sangra, Director 

BECAUSE WE ARE GIRLS
A three-time Leo Award nominee, Vancouver-based Baljit 
Sangra is a Board member of Toronto’s Hot Docs and co-
Chair of DOC BC. Because We Are Girls was the Opening 
Night Gala film at Vancouver’s DOXA Documentary Film 
Festival. Her previous films include Many Rivers Home 
(2014), Hockey United (2016) and Warrior Boyz (2008). A 
former programmer for the Vancouver Asian Film Festival 
and a frequent film festival juror, Sangra has line-produced several international 
projects through her own production company, Viva Mantra Films, and has 
produced several seasons of the A&E series VIVA! for City TV and Channel M (Omni 
Television).

Selwyn Jacob, Producer

BECAUSE WE ARE GIRLS and NOW IS THE TIME (WAAYDANAA)
Since joining the National Film Board’s BC & Yukon Studio 
in 1997, Selwyn Jacob has produced nearly 50 films. His 
credits include Charles Officer’s Mighty Jerome (2010), 
Dennis Allen’s Crazywater (2013), Vic Sarin’s Hue: A Matter 
of Colour (2013), and the 2014 digital interactive app Circa 
1948 by Vancouver artist Stan Douglas. Jacob’s most recent 
credits include Mina Shum’s Ninth Floor (2015) about the 
infamous Sir George Williams Riot of 1969, and Baljit Sangra’s Because We Are 
Girls (2019). After his last production – Christopher Auchter’s 2019 short film Now 
Is the Time (Waaydanaa) – Jacob recently retired from the NFB.

Nikki Sanchez, Indigenous Media Maker

THE CONDOR AND THE EAGLE and QUIET KILLING
Indigenous scholar, media maker and environmental 
educator Nikki Sanchez is the Suzuki Foundation’s former 
“Queen of Green” and founder of the “Decolonize Together” 
collective. Of Pipil/Maya and Irish/Scottish descent, Nikki’s 
TEDx talk “Decolonization Is for Everyone” has been 
widely viewed on YouTube. Her 8-part Viceland series 
“Rise” on global Indigenous resurgence was named Best 
Documentary Program or Series at the Canadian Screen Awards. As she completes 
her Ph.D. at the University of Victoria on emerging visual media technology, her first 
book, Spirits of the Coast: Orcas in Science, Art and History, will soon be published 
by the Royal BC Museum.

Fred Peabody, Director

THE CORPORATE COUP D’ÉTAT
An Emmy Award-winning journalist and filmmaker, Fred 
Peabody spent seven years as a producer/director on the 
acclaimed CBC investigative program The Fifth Estate. He 
won an Emmy for ABC’s 20/20 segment “Free to be Wild” 
(1989) about wild horses rescued from starvation and abuse, 
and was nominated for an Emmy for Once Upon a Time: 
The Dionne Quintuplets (1998). Supervising producer on 
the PBS documentary Perfect Illusions: Eating Disorders and the Family (2003), 
his Emmy-nominated theatrical release All Governments Lie: Truth, Deception, and 
the Spirit of I.F. Stone (2016) won the Directors Guild of Canada’s Allan King Award.

Frank Antonsen, Location Sound Person

E-DAY CANADA: WHEN VOTER SUPPRESSION CAME CALLING
With a degree in Political Science and Anthropology from 
McGill, Frank Antonsen spent a year at the African Studies 
Program at Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda, 
before returning to McGill for a Diploma in Education, and 
then to Concordia for a Graduate Diploma in Instructional 
Technology. After working on educational TV and radio 
programs, Antonsen spent 25 years as a broadcasting 
technician with Global TV’s Ottawa News Bureau. For the 
past three years he has lived in Sooke, but his freelance work has taken him across 
Canada, including to Salt Spring for his work on E-Day Canada.

Briony Penn, Film Subject

E-DAY CANADA: WHEN VOTER SUPPRESSION CAME CALLING
Author, educator, illustrator and naturalist, Salt Spring 
resident Briony Penn ran as a Liberal Party candidate for 
Saanich-Gulf Islands in the 2008 federal election. With a 
Ph.D. in Geography from Edinburgh University, Penn is an 
adjunct professor of Environmental Studies at the University 
of Victoria. She won the Roderick Haig-Brown Regional Prize 
for The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian McTaggart 
Cowan (2015), and recently transcribed and edited Cecil Paul’s Stories from the Magic 
Canoe of Wa’xaid (2019). A founding member of The Land Conservancy of BC, she 
was awarded the national Environmental Learning Award from Canadian Geographic.

Patricia Marcoccia, Director

THE RISE OF JORDAN PETERSON
A director, producer, editor and cinematographer, Toronto-
based Patricia Marcoccia has worked as a journalist and 
digital media producer on multi-platform content. With a 
Master of Journalism from Ryerson, Marcoccia participated 
in DOXA’s Kris Anderson Program for emerging female 
filmmakers in 2011 and went on to work as associate 
producer for the interactive component of the CSA-
nominated action documentary series, Battle Castle (2012). Marcoccia was 
nominated for Best Emerging Filmmaker at the Yorkton Film Festival’s Golden Sheaf 
Awards, and the TV cut of her premiere feature documentary, Shut Him Down: The 
Rise of Jordan Peterson, was nominated for best Social/Political Documentary.

Maziar Ghaderi, Producer

THE RISE OF JORDAN PETERSON
Toronto-based multimedia artist, educator, writer and 
director Maziar Ghaderi’s work has been curated across 
North America, Europe and Asia. The media producer 
and on-site technical assistant for Marina Abramović’s 
“MAI-Prototype” at Toronto’s 2013 Luminato Festival, 
Ghaderi went on to direct and produce his own original 
work “Dissolving Self” for Dubai’s 2014 International 
Symposium on Electronic Art. Co-author of several academic articles for design 
conferences, Ghaderi has taught media production and conceptual development 
at Ryerson University and the Ontario College of Art and Design (OCAD), and holds 
a Bachelor of Media Studies from SFU and a Master of Design from OCAD.

Leigh DaSilva, Producer

WHEN WE WALK
An Emmy Award-winning producer and project manager, 
Vancouver-based Leigh DaSilva has produced several 
documentaries directed by his brother Jason DaSilva, 
including the short First Steps (2009) and the features When 
I Walk (2013) and When We Walk (2019). President of the 
award-winning production company In Face Films, DaSilva 
has been integral in securing partnerships for AXS Map with 
Google, PBS and the Canada Media Fund. With an MBA in Marketing from the University 
of South Dakota, he has worked with numerous Fortune 500 companies to help expand 
their digital strategy, utilizing mobile applications and film to foster brand engagement.

Marianne D’Souza, Film Subject

WHEN WE WALK
Born in Nairobi, Marianne D’Souza moved to Iowa as a 
20-year-old international student, earning a degree in 
English and a subsequent Master of Social Work from New 
York University. The mother of three sons, D’Souza’s many 
careers include child and youth counsellor, psychiatric 
social worker and educator. She currently lives near 
Vancouver, where she is a public school teacher. An active 
supporter of her son Jason DaSilva’s art and film career, D’Souza continues to be 
a strong advocate for AXS Map and has attended Mapping Days in several cities, 
including Toronto, Vancouver and San Diego.

Attending Film Guests  sponsored by 
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Balakrishna
Colin MacKenzie & Aparna Kapur, Canada, 2019, 15 min.

Combining painterly animation, archival 
photographs and old home-movies, this heart-
rending NFB film evokes themes of memory, 
friendship and loss as a young man cares for a 
neglected elephant through the bitter Maritime 
winter of 1967.

Gun Killers
Jason Young , Canada, 2019, 11 min.

Have you ever wondered what happens to 
illegal guns that are confiscated in Canada? The 
surprising answer lies in this lyrical and nearly 
wordless short NFB film, a visually arresting piece 
of pure cinematic poetry.
(Advisory: coarse language and verbal descriptions of 
violent crime.)

I Am Skylar
Rachel Bower, Canada, 2019, 15 min.

Fourteen-year-old Skylar is articulate and 
confident for her age, particularly when it comes to 
her decision to change genders. This empathetic 
NFB profile won Best Atlantic Short Documentary 
at Halifax’s FIN Atlantic International Film Festival.

Now Is the Time (Waaydanaa)
Christopher Auchter, Canada, 2019, 16 min.

On the 50th anniversary of master carver Robert 
Davidson’s first totem pole, step through history 
to revisit the pivotal day when the village of Old 
Massett gathered to celebrate the rebirth of the 
Haida spirit.

This Ink Runs Deep
Asia Youngman, Canada, 2019, 16 min.

Reviving ancestral tattooing suppressed during 
centuries of colonialism, Indigenous people 
across Canada are drawing generations together 
to build upon traditional designs. This vivid film 
won awards at the Chilliwack Independent and 
Calgary International Film Festivals.

Artifishal
Josh “Bones” Murphy, USA, 2019, 75 min.

Dive beneath the surface of the fish 
farming debate in this refreshing 
exposé of the salmon-hatchery 
industry, which – along with open-
water fish farms – is jeopardizing 
wild fish populations. You’ll never 
look at the salmon at your local 
grocer’s fish counter the same way 
after considering the high cost of 

our mistaken belief that engineered solutions can make up for habitat 
destruction. Filmed in the Pacific Northwest, Norway and California – and 
featuring interviews with industry experts, conservationists and Indigenous 
activists – this call-to-arms documentary was named Best Film: Mountain 
Environment & Natural History at the Banff Centre Mountain Film & Book 
Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Vesuvius (N205)

Assholes: A Theory 
John Walker, Canada, 2019, 81 min.

Ever get the impression that 
assholes are taking over the world? 
With resurgent authoritarianism and 
venomous social media threatening 
to destroy civilization as we know 
it, this rousing and topical NFB 
co-production investigates the 
breeding grounds of contemporary 
“asshole culture” and searches for 

signs of civility in a narcissistic universe. Inspired by the New York Times 
bestseller by Aaron James and featuring lively interviews with the likes of 
Monty Python’s John Cleese, this playful investigation into the global rise 
of toxic behaviour explores why assholes thrive in certain environments, 
what explains their perverse appeal...and how they keep getting elected.

Sunday, March 1, at 4:15 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)

CANADIAN SHORTS PROGRAM
Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Sunset (N108)
NFB producer Selwyn Jacob in attendance.

This powerhouse program comprises five transformative short 
documentaries – three from Atlantic Canada and two from the West 
Coast, most of them produced by the National Film Board – exploring 
vital issues of identity, memory, loss and re-birth. Longer synopses are 
available on our website.

“State Of the Arts” Workshop
 at the Public Library
Patricia Marcoccia and Maziar Ghaderi’s 
The Rise of Jordan Peterson screens at 
the Festival. In this workshop & seminar 
– moderated by Salt Spring filmmaker Ian 
MacKenzie and co-presented by The Nature 
of Media – they will share their experiences 
screening to primarily conservative audiences 
across America. Aiming to centre constructive 
dialogue in the age of polarizing digital 
media, the Toronto duo will engage with the arguments against their 
documentary being shown in cinemas, followed by a panel discussion 
with other media makers. Participants will then divide into groups and 
workshop solutions to a fictionalized case study. 
Admission: $20 (or $15 for students/seniors/low-income).

Friday, February 28, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm at the Public Library

FEATURE FILMS



Because We Are Girls 
Baljit Sangra, Canada, 2019, 85 min.

A conservative Punjabi family in 
small-town BC confronts a long-
buried secret: three young sisters 
were sexually abused by an older 
relative. Years later they speak 
out and pursue justice, to protect 
other family members and to set an 
example for their own daughters. 
Intertwining home footage of the 

sisters as children with contemporary scenes of the strong, empowered 
women they have become, this moving tribute to women’s strength 
and resilience in the face of unfathomable familial trauma received an 
Honourable Mention for Best Canadian Documentary and was nominated 
for Best BC Film by the Vancouver Film Critics Circle.
Mostly in English, with some Punjabi with English subtitles.
(Advisory: disturbing subject matter.)

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Sunset (N108)
Director Baljit Sangra and producer Selwyn Jacob in attendance.

Bethany Hamilton: 
Unstoppable 
Aaron Lieber, USA, 2018, 100 min 

After losing her arm to a tiger shark 
attack at 13, Bethany Hamilton 
refused to let go of her faith or 
give up on her dream of becoming 
a professional surfer. Less than 
a year later, this astonishingly 
resilient young woman – author of 
the bestselling 2004 autobiography 

Soul Surfer, which was adapted to film in 2011 – was back on the competitive 
surfing circuit, where she continued to defy the odds to become one of 
the world’s top surfers. Featuring gargantuan Hawaiian waves and thrilling 
cinematography, this inspirational film won the Audience Award at the San 
Luis Obispo International Film Festival.

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Fernwood (N207)

Beyond the Visible: 
Hilma af Klint (Jenseits des 
Sichtbaren - Hilma af Klint)
Halina Dyrschka, Germany, 2019, 93 min.

Visionary Swedish artist and mystic 
Hilma af Klint (1862–1944) rocked 
the early 20th Century art world 
with her mind-blowing abstract 
paintings, many of which predate 
Vasily Kandinsky, who is generally 
credited as the founding father of 

abstract art. Misjudged, concealed and ignored for decades, af Klint’s work 
now attracts millions of fans worldwide, with record-breaking attendance at 
her recent Guggenheim solo retrospective. But why was she under-recognized 
for so long? This exquisitely crafted and captivating film investigates the 
scandal of how such a pioneering artist could be nearly erased by a male-
dominated art world so enamoured of the idea of male genius.
In English, Swedish and German with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Bruce (S208)

Buddha in Africa
Nicole Schafer, South Africa/Sweden, 
2019, 90 min.

In a Buddhist orphanage in Malawi, 
a promising young man finds 
himself torn between two cultures. 
Enock Alu is one of 300 boys 
growing up in the Amitofo Care 
Centre – a Taiwanese nonprofit 
– where they learn Mandarin, are 
inculcated with foreign values 

within the strict discipline of the Confucian value system, and gradually 
become alienated from their African languages, culture and religion. Set 
against the disquieting expansion of China’s global influence, this insightful 
and subtle analysis of the imperial forces of cultural soft power was named 
Best Documentary Feature by the Youth Jury at the Chicago International 
Children’s Film Festival.
In English, Mandarin & Chichewa with English subtitles.
(Advisory: some violence.)

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Fulford (S212)

Buddy 
Heddy Honigmann, Netherlands, 2018, 
86 min.

Our existential connection with 
“man’s best friend” is explored 
in this affectionate and astute 
snapshot of six impressive service 
dogs – from an unexpected variety 
of breeds – faithfully supporting 
people with a range of special 
needs. With curiosity and genuine 

concern, award-winning Dutch documentarian Heddy Honigmann gently 
interrogates the owners about their relationships with their service 
animals. Is it love, loyalty or simply a working relationship? This heartfelt 
yet thoroughly unsentimental ode to the indomitable spirit of people with 
disabilities is also a bittersweet meditation on the deep bonds between 
people and dogs in the limited time they share with us.
In Dutch with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Fernwood (N207)

Call Me Intern
Nathalie Berger & Leo David Hyde, New 
Zealand, 2019, 70 min.

Would you work full-time for 
months on end for free? Young, 
unemployed and frustrated, New 
Zealand filmmaker Leo David Hyde 
accepted an unpaid internship with 
the United Nations, where – unable 
to afford housing – he settled into 
a small blue tent by Lake Geneva 

and proceeded to document the experience in an act of gonzo filmmaking, 
which sparked a global press storm. Profiling the emerging movement for 
intern rights, this outrageous exposé on the disheartening exploitation of 
unpaid labour won DOXA’s Nigel Moore Award for Youth Programming and 
was named Best New Zealand Feature at New Zealand’s Documentary 
Edge Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Maxwell (S205)



Changing the Game
Michael Barnett, USA, 2019, 88 min.

Transgender athletes seemingly 
just can’t win: whether competing 
as their self-identified gender or 
forced to compete as the gender 
assigned at birth, either way they 
are often accused of having unfair 
advantages over their cisgender 
(i.e., non-transgender) peers. The 
open hostility directed at them – 

fuelled by right-wing media – can be vicious and hateful, when all they 
want is the opportunity to compete as their authentic selves in their 
chosen sport. This intimate, inspiring and thought-provoking profile of 
three courageous and indefatigable transgender high school athletes won 
Audience Awards for Best Documentary at both San Francisco’s Frameline 
and Outfest Los Angeles.

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Maxwell (S205)

Citizen K 
Alex Gibney, UK/USA, 2019, 128 min.

Once considered the wealthiest 
man in Russia, the enigmatic 
Mikhail Khodorkovsky rocketed to 
prominence in the 1990s before 
being arrested, imprisoned, 
stripped of his assets and exiled, 
only to become an unlikely 
advocate for Russian democracy 
and human rights. This specific yet 

sweeping look at post-Soviet Russia – from the perspective of a former 
oligarch turned anti-Putin dissident – brims with penetrating interviews 
with journalists, business people and legal experts. Revealing parallels 
between the ways both Khodorkovsky and Putin navigated modern 
Russia’s Wild West kleptocracy, this expertly researched nonfiction thriller 
was nominated for Best Documentary at the Philadelphia and Warsaw 
International Film Festivals.
In English and Russian with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Bruce (S208)

Conviction
Nance Ackerman, Ariella Pahlke & 
Teresa MacInnes, Canada, 2019, 78 min.

Which is more broken: the 
correctional system or a society 
that imprisons its most vulnerable 
citizens? With the number of 
imprisoned women rapidly 
rising, inmates of a Nova Scotia 
women’s prison – grappling with 
poverty, addictions, trauma and 

mental health – engage in a collaborative artistic process to imagine 
how community support might have prevented their incarceration, and 
to consider alternatives to locking people up. The results are affecting 
and persuasive. Joining politicians and advocates in the global abolition 
movement, these incarcerated artists challenge our basic assumptions 
about crime and punishment as they entertain the radical notion of a world 
without prisons.

Sunday, March 1, at 4:15 pm in Fulford (S212)

The Corporate Coup d’État
Fred Peabody, Canada, 2018, 90 min.

In taking control of the American 
political process, corporations and 
billionaires – and their lobbyists – 
have brought economic hardship 
and ruin to vast swaths of the 
United States. Combining insights 
from such notable political thinkers 
and award-winning journalists as 
John Ralston Saul, Chris Hedges 

and Maude Barlow with the experiences of citizens in the “sacrifice zones” 
of Camden, New Jersey, and Youngstown, Ohio – where factory closures and 
outsourcing have created a grim landscape of desolation and human suffering 
– this engaging and powerfully persuasive investigation into failed neoliberal 
policies presents revolutionary and inspiring ideas on how to overcome this 
corporate coup d’état.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Sunset (N108)

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Vesuvius (N205)
Director Fred Peabody in attendance.

City Dreamers 
(Rêveuses de villes)
Joseph Hillel, Canada, 2018, 80 min.

They may not be household 
names, but four trailblazing female 
architects and urban planners – 
Phyllis Lambert, Blanche Lemco van 
Ginkel, Cornelia Hahn Oberlander 
and Denise Scott Brown – have 
left indelible marks on cityscapes 
across North America and Europe, 

including such Vancouver landmarks as Robson Square, VanDusen 
Botanical Garden and the Museum of Anthropology. Despite their 
illustrious accomplishments, none has received the recognition of their 
male contemporaries. Animated by what has united these accomplished 
women throughout their careers – the dream of fundamentally human and 
inclusive cities – this revelatory film is for anyone who cares about what 
makes cities work for people.

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Vesuvius (N205)

The Condor and the Eagle
Sophie & Clément Guerra, USA/Germany/
France, 2019, 82 min.

Ancient prophecies say that when 
the eagle of the north and the 
condor of the south fly together, 
Indigenous peoples will unite 
the human family. Profiling North 
and South American activists 
standing up against the violence 
and environmental devastation of 

Big Oil, this powerful documentary – featuring exhilarating animation and 
cinematography – provides a transcontinental perspective on the resistance 
of Indigenous communities on the frontlines of the climate justice movement. 
This extraordinary film won Audience Choice Awards at the Anchorage 
International and High Falls Women’s Film Festivals and was named Best 
Documentary at both the Red Nation and Buffalo International Film Festivals.
Mostly in English, with some Spanish with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Sunset (N108) 
Indigenous media maker Nikki Sanchez in attendance.
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88 min

Because We 
Are Girls
85 min

Film guest(s)

Marianne 
and Leonard:
Words of 
Love
97 min

When We 
Walk
78 min

Film guest(s)

Artifishal
75 min

City 
Dreamers
80 min

Gay Chorus 
Deep South
100 min

Push
92 min 

The Fruit 
Machine
89 min

Buddy
86 min

Changing 
the Game
88 min

The 
Pollinators
93 min

Call Me 
Intern
70 min

Mr. Toilet: 
The World’s 
#2 Man
86 min

Netizens
96 min

Free Trip to 
Egypt
98 min

The Map to 
Paradise
95 min

Toxic 
Beauty
90 min

Other Music
86 min

Quiet Killing
76 min

Film guest(s)

Beyond 
the Visible: 
Hilma af 
Klint
93 min

Buddha in 
Africa
90 min

  1
0:

00
am

Note: Shaded areas indicate films also shown on Sunday

12:00 noon LUNCH BREAK

Erskine Sunset Vesuvius Fernwood Maxwell Bruce

Gentle Reminders
• Please be patient at the entrance to the venue and films. 
Line-ups happen. Volunteers try to get people through the 
doors as quickly as possible. If you have questions, concerns, 
suggestions or compliments, please speak to one of the 
volunteers or Festival staff.
• Seating is first-come, first-served. Some films may be full. 
It’s suggested that you have a backup plan in case the film 
you want to see is full. Arrive at screening rooms in good 
time for the showing to get your seat. This maximizes your 

chance of getting to see the film of your choice. There is 
no reserved seating. No standing permitted. Check your 
Program Guide to see which films are being repeated.
• Once the film has started, respect the audience by not entering 
late. If you do enter late, please be quiet and courteous.
• If you need to munch, please do it before or after a 
screening. No food or beverages (except water in a sealed 
container) are allowed in the screening rooms.

• Bring your own water bottles. There are two drinking 
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 Dance Studio N108 N205 N207 S205 S208 S212           

Sea of 
Shadows
104 min

Le grand bal
95 min

Salvage
57 min

Assholes: 
A Theory
81 min

E-Day Canada: 
When Voter 
Suppression 
Came Calling
100 min

Film guest(s)

The Condor
and the 
Eagle
82 min

Film guest(s)

Canadian
Shorts
Balakrishna
Gun Killers
I Am Skylar
Now Is the Time
This Ink Runs Deep
75 min
Film guest(s)

Stuffed
85 min

The Rise 
of Jordan 
Peterson
90 min

Film guest(s)

The 
Corporate 
Coup d’État
90 min

Film guest(s)

It Was All So 
Wonderful: 
The Everyday 
Magic of 
Mary Pratt
75 min

Mr. Toilet: 
The World’s 
#2 Man
86 min

Bethany 
Hamilton:
Unstoppable
100 min

Marianne 
and Leonard:
Words of 
Love
97 min

Push
92 min

Stieg 
Larsson: 
The Man 
Who Played 
With Fire 
95 min

Queering 
the Script
93 min

Human 
Nature
94 min

Midnight 
Traveler
87 min

TBD
Film(s) will be 
chosen for this 
time slot on 
Sunday at noon

Citizen K
128 min

Varda by 
Agnès
115 min

Gay Chorus 
Deep South
100 min

What She 
Said: The Art 
of Pauline 
Kael
96 min

Love, Gilda
88 min

Propaganda:
The Art of 
Selling Lies
92 min

TBD
Film(s) will be 
chosen for this 
time slot on 
Sunday at noon

Conviction
78 min

  1
0:

00
am

12:00 noon LUNCH BREAK

Erskine Sunset Vesuvius Fernwood Maxwell Bruce
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Sunday March 1st

Note: Shaded areas indicate films also shown on Saturday
Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road  -  Doors open at 9:00 am on Saturday & Sunday

fountains onsite and water stations available.
• Bring your own coffee cups for coffee or hot beverages.
• Please vacate the screening room promptly when the 
screening or Q&A has ended so we can prepare the room for 
the next screening.
• Quiet in the hallways is appreciated so as not to disturb 
other film viewers.
• Please refrain from wearing strong scents and tall hats.
• You will be sitting on plastic classroom chairs, or rental 

chairs. You can bring your own cushion or rent one from 
the Grandmothers to Grandmothers booth. Daily cushion 
rental is for a minimum $2 donation to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation (which assists HIV-related grassroots projects in 
Africa). They also offer free cushion parking – if you have to 
leave the building they’ll store it; you can pick it up when 
you return.
• Have a bulky coat? Grandmothers to Grandmothers will 
provide coat check service for a minimum $2 donation.
• This is a cash-only event. There is no bank machine on site.

Fulford



Free Trip to Egypt
Ingrid Serban, Switzerland/Egypt/USA, 
2019, 98 min.

During the polarizing 2016 American 
election, one man sought to counter 
the alarming rise of Islamophobia by 
building bridges of friendship and 
mutual understanding. Egyptian-
Canadian filmmaker Tarek Mounib 
came up with a bold idea: visiting 
Trump rallies to offer random 
Islamophobes a free trip to Egypt in 

order to get to know ordinary Muslims, the people they’d been taught to 
hate and fear. Frequently comical, occasionally horrifying and unexpectedly 
moving, this wildly engrossing adventure is a profound demonstration of 
the power of international travel and cross-cultural communication – not 
to mention the power of documentary filmmaking – to change the world.
Mostly in English, with some Arabic with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Fulford (S212)

The Fruit Machine
Sarah Fodey, Canada, 2019, 89 min.

Against the backdrop of Cold War 
paranoia, Canada investigated 
federal employees and military 
personnel considered susceptible 
to Soviet blackmail. Considered a 
character weakness, homosexuality 
was grounds for RCMP surveillance 
and persecution. In the national 
witch-hunt known as the “gay 

purge” – which continued through the late 1980s – thousands of dedicated 
public servants were interrogated, threatened, demoted and dismissed. 
Their careers ruined, many suffered psychologically; some died by suicide. 
Now the survivors of this shameful history of state-sanctioned homophobia 
recount their profoundly personal stories of betrayal by the Canadian 
government. Named Best Documentary at Calgary’s Fairy Tales Queer Film 
Festival and Montreal’s Image+Nation.
Mostly in English, with some French with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Fernwood (N207)

Genesis 2.0
Christian Frei & Maxim Arbugaev, 
Switzerland, 2018, 112 min.

On uninhabited Siberian islands, 
modern-day mammoth hunters 
search for “white gold” – ancient 
frozen ivory tusks uncovered by 
thawing permafrost. With gold 
rush fever in the air, the traditional 
Yakuts hunters find an amazingly 
well-preserved mammoth carcass, 

a magnet for high-tech Chinese and Korean scientists working to clone pets 
and bring extinct species back to life. Resurrecting the woolly mammoth is 
only the first step in the next great scientific revolution. This stimulating 
investigation into genetic engineering and synthetic biology won the 
Audience Award at the Moscow International Film Festival and multiple 
Best Documentary Awards at film festivals around the world. 
In English, Yakut, Russian, Korean & Chinese with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Sunset (N108)

Gay Chorus Deep South 
David Charles Rodrigues, USA, 2019, 
100 min.

In response to the divisive 2016 
election and a rising wave of 
intolerance, the San Francisco 
Gay Men’s Chorus embarks on 
an audacious musical tour of the 
Deep South. Joined by the largely 
African-American Oakland Interfaith 

Gospel Choir, over 300 choral singers – including some astounding soloists 
– perform in churches, community centres and concert halls, spreading 
love, acceptance and reconciliation. A hopeful glimpse of a kinder, less 
polarized America – where the lines that divide people are erased through 
the transformational power of music – this celebratory crowd-pleaser has 
won numerous Best Documentary and Audience Favourite Awards at film 
festivals around the world.
(Advisory: coarse language)

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Fernwood (N207)
Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Bruce (S208)

Human Nature 
Adam Bolt, USA, 2019, 94 min.

The next tech revolution isn’t 

digital – it’s biological. A 
breakthrough called CRISPR – 
essentially “a word processor for 
DNA” – provides precise control 
over the basic building blocks of 
life, opening the door to curing 
diseases, reshaping the biosphere 
and forever changing the world 

as we know it. This provocative, wide-ranging investigation reaches out to 
the scientists and bio-engineers designing the future – and the people who 
could benefit from this new technology – as they push past the boundaries 
of what it means to be human. This compelling work of science journalism 
won the Audience Award at the Czech Republic’s Academia Film Olomouc.
Mostly in English, with some French and Russian with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Maxwell (S205)

E-Day Canada: When 
Voter Suppression 
Came Calling 
Peter Smoczynski, Canada, 2019, 100 min.

Who meddled in the 2008 election 
in Saanich-Gulf Islands – and again 
in 2011 in hundreds of ridings across 
Canada – by misinforming voters 
via deceptive automated phone 
calls that polling stations had been 
relocated? Other such robocalls 

intentionally annoyed voters late at night with fake messages allegedly 
from opposition parties. This cautionary tale on underhanded – and under-
investigated – election tampering and voter suppression tactics features 
Salt Spring resident Briony Penn and Elizabeth May, who maintains that “If 
the 2008 voter fraud in Saanich-Gulf Islands had been investigated properly, 
there might not have been the 2011 robocalls nationally. It was a dry run.”

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Sunset (N108) 
Film subject Briony Penn and location sound person Frank Antonsen in attendance.



Le grand bal
Laetitia Carton, France, 2018, 95 min.

Every summer for 30 years, 
thousands of Europeans have 
descended upon the tiny French 
village of Gennetines to immerse 
themselves completely in the 
joy of dance, in the jubilant folk 
dance festival known as Le Grand 
Bal de l’Europe. On eight dance 
floors they engage in numerous 

styles of traditional dance – including elaborate communal line dances 
– accompanied by 500 musicians playing all manner of music under 
kaleidoscopic tents set up around an enormous estate. A bacchanalian, 
impressionistic viewing experience, this cinematic love letter to the 
transformative and unifying power of dance was nominated for France’s 
César Award for Best Documentary.
In French with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)

Linda Ronstadt: The 
Sound of My Voice 
Rob Epstein & Jeffrey Friedman, USA, 
2019, 95 min.

An icon for over half a century, Linda 
Ronstadt was the most successful 
female recording artist of the 1970s. 
Her ambition and exceptional vocal 
range allowed her to become the 
first artist to simultaneously top 
the Pop, Country and R&B charts, 

producing 11 Platinum albums, winning 10 Grammys and filling huge arenas 
– until she was forced into early retirement when her voice was silenced 
by illness. Featuring appearances by Dolly Parton, Emmylou Harris, Bonnie 
Raitt and Jackson Browne, this rapturous retrospective won the Audience 
Award at the Provincetown International Film Festival and the Critics’ 
Choice Documentary Award for Best Music Documentary.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)

Love, Gilda
Lisa D’Apolito, Canada/USA, 2018, 88 min.

A pioneering comedy legend, Gilda 
Radner (1946–1989) is famously 
remembered as the very first person 
Lorne Michaels hired for Saturday 
Night Live. Radner’s seemingly 
charmed life is reconstructed 
through recently discovered audio 
and videotapes documenting her 
career, her eating disorder, her 

relationship with Gene Wilder, and her battle with ovarian cancer. Finding 
humour in even the darkest of times, Radner’s diaries are read aloud by 
fellow comedians Amy Poehler, Maya Rudolph, Melissa McCarthy and Bill 
Hader. This hilarious and heartbreaking posthumous autobiography was 
nominated for two Primetime Emmy Awards and won the Audience Award 
at Michigan’s Cinetopia Film Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Sunset (N108)

Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Bruce (S208)

The Map to Paradise
Danielle Ryan & James Sherwood, 
Australia, 2019, 95 min.

Filmed across six continents, this 
spectacularly gorgeous tale travels 
from underwater worlds of ice 
to glistening coral sanctuaries to 
discover the birth of a movement to 
protect the sea. See how a bountiful 
ocean paradise can thrive once 
more in this urgent yet optimistic 
environmental wake-up call that 

retains a sense of wonder at the beauty of marine ecosystems. Featuring 
endearing characters engaged in the quest to save the planet – including a 
prince, a president, a pirate and an island chief – and lovely hand-rendered 
animations, this buoyant adventure was nominated for awards at the 
Cleveland and Santa Barbara International Film Festivals.
Mostly in English, with some French and Japanese with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Bruce (S208)

Marianne and Leonard: 
Words of Love
Nick Broomfield, United Kingdom, 2018, 
97 min.

On the idyllic Greek island of Hydra, 
Leonard Cohen met his muse, 
Marianne Ihlen, who inspired many 
of his best-loved songs, and whose 
love and beauty he would never 
forget. Their relationship flourished 
through the ‘60s, but didn’t survive 

the success of Cohen’s musical career. The memory of their love endured 
for another half century, however, and when they died within months of one 
another in 2016, it was Leonard that Marianne asked for on her deathbed. 
Poignant and cathartic, this hauntingly affective film is essential viewing for 
Leonard Cohen fans and anyone who believes in the immortality of love.

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Vesuvius (N205)

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Fernwood (N207)

It Was All So Wonderful: 
The Everyday Magic of 
Mary Pratt
Kenneth J Harvey, Canada, 2019, 75 min.

Fredericton artist Mary Pratt 
(1935–2018) was a singular talent, 
although her life was a complicated 
act of delicate rebellion. Fascinated 
with domesticity, Pratt transformed 
ordinary objects into exquisite art 
through her hyperrealist techniques 

and her inimitable treatment of light. Capturing Pratt’s droll humour, inner 
strength and subversive spirit, this fulsome eulogy examines her underrated 
feminist significance as an unrepentant chronicler of women’s everyday 
experiences, and her preternatural ability to imbue otherwise mundane 
scenes with radiant sensuality. This alluring and overdue tribute won Best 
Documentary and Audience Choice Awards at the Nickel Independent Film 
& Video Festival in St. John’s.

Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Vesuvius (N205)



Mr. Toilet: The World’s 
#2 Man
Lily Zepeda, USA, 2019, 86 min.

How much crap can one man stir 
up? Born in a Singapore slum, 
former entrepreneur Jack Sim – 
a.k.a. “Mr. Toilet” – is an eccentric 
crusader for global sanitation, 
battling constipated bureaucracies 
on behalf of two billion people who 
lack access to proper toilets. With a 

shoestring budget and relentless vigour, Sim has dedicated his life to a crisis 
no one wants to talk about. Founder of the World Toilet Organization, Sim 
cuts through cultural taboos with bathroom humour and ghastly statistics. 
This highly absorbing and informative film won the Docs for Schools Award 
at Toronto’s Hot Docs Canadian International Documentary Festival.
Mostly in English, with some Mandarin, Hindi & Telugu with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Maxwell (S205)

Sunday, March 1, at 4:15 pm in Vesuvius (N205)

Midnight Traveler
Hassan Fazili & Emelie Mahdavian, US/
Qatar/Canada/UK, 2019, 87 min.

When Hassan Fazili’s documentary 
Peace aired on Afghanistan National 
Television in 2015, the Taliban 
assassinated the film’s main subject 
and put a price on Hassan’s head, 
forcing him to flee with his wife and 
two daughters. In their years-long 
search for sanctuary – desperately 

seeking refugee protection along the notorious Balkan smuggling route 
– Hassan’s family filmed their harrowing journey using only their camera 
phones. Capturing first-hand the dangers and degradations facing asylum-
seekers, this gripping vérité story has won multiple awards at festivals 
around the world, including the Golden Gate Award for Best Documentary 
Feature at the San Francisco International Film Festival.
In English, Afghan, Farsi, Turkish & Bulgarian with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Maxwell (S205)

Netizens
Cynthia Lowen, USA, 2018, 96 min.

Anyone on the Internet is 
susceptible to the devastating 
repercussions of online harassment 
– particularly women. As the next 
civil rights frontier goes digital, 
this chilling dispatch from the 
dark side of the Web exposes the 
shocking proliferation of predatory 
cyberstalking, and a justice system 
reluctant to confront misogynistic 

digital abuse as a prosecutable crime. Highlighting three besieged women 
valiantly fighting back against the Internet’s most malevolent forces – 
invasion of privacy, impersonation and revenge porn – this infuriating 
investigation provides an unflinching look at how anonymous online threats 
can quickly escalate into physical danger, and what can be done to stop it.
(Advisory: extremely coarse language and descriptions of sexual violence.)

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Bruce (S208)

Other Music 
Puloma Basu & Rob Hatch-Miller, USA, 
2019, 86 min.

The recent closure of an iconic 
New York City record store 
marked the end of an era. More 
than just a store that sold CDs 
and magazines, Other Music was 
a venerated and influential hub 
of independent music culture. As 
music consumption – along with so 
many other aspects of modern life – 

has shifted to the Internet, this dynamic and impassioned film sounds the 
alarm about the human connections and face-to-face interactions we are 
losing to an increasingly digital world. Celebrating the vital importance of 
such community spaces, this nostalgic memento won the Audience Award 
at the Montclair Film Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Bruce (S208)

Propaganda: The Art of 
Selling Lies 
Larry Weinstein, Canada, 2019, 92 min.

Propaganda – whether in film, 
print, posters or architecture – is 
an act of persuasion that succeeds 
by unconsciously tapping emotions 
and bypassing critical thinking. In 
these media-saturated times, as 
we’re bombarded by “alternative 

facts” and contradictory narratives, one troubling question lingers: how 
do we know what we think we know? Tracing the history of propaganda 
through the lens of such politically motivated artists as Kent Monkman, 
Shepard Fairey and Ai Weiwei, this kinetic exploration of the mechanics of 
persuasion is an ominous reminder that there exist levels of disinformation 
less obvious and more insidious than what we flippantly call “fake news.”
In English, French, German, Italian, Chinese, Rohingya, Korean, Arabic & Russian 
with English subtitles. (Advisory: violence, coarse language, nudity.)

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)
Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Fulford (S212)

The Pollinators
Peter Nelson, USA, 2019, 93 min.

Wild bee populations are collapsing 
and our food security is at stake. 
To sustain our complex agricultural 
system, billions of commercial 
bees have to be trucked across the 
continent – by nocturnal, migratory 
beekeepers – to pollinate the crops 
that produce the food we eat. Told 
through a seasoned storyteller’s 

lens, this expansive journey around the United States makes it clear that 
the problem isn’t just with dying honeybees, but with chemically dependent 
monoculture. This articulate and enlightening documentary received the 
Audience Award at the Newport Beach Film Festival and the Rob Stewart 
Eco Warrior Award at the Vancouver International Film Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Maxwell (S205)

Because We Are Girls 
Baljit Sangra, Canada, 2019, 85 min.

A conservative Punjabi family in small-town BC confronts a long-buried 
secret: three young sisters were sexually abused by an older relative. 
Years later they speak out and pursue justice, to protect other family 
members and to set an example for their own daughters. Intertwining 
home footage of the sisters as children with contemporary scenes of 
the strong, empowered women they have become, this moving tribute 
to women’s strength and resilience in the face of unfathomable familial 
trauma received an Honourable Mention for Best Canadian Documentary 
and was nominated for Best BC Film by the Vancouver Film Critics Circle.
Mostly in English, with some Punjabi with English subtitles.
(Advisory: disturbing subject matter.)

Saturday, February 29, at 4:15 pm in Sunset (N108)



Queering the Script
Gabrielle Zilkha, Canada/USA, 2019, 93 min.

Not long ago, queer characters 
were nonexistent on television. 
In recent years that’s changed 
dramatically, but in 2016 we saw a 
distressing new trend: lesbian and 
bisexual characters were suddenly 
being killed off in record numbers, 
perceived as expendable to the 
central storylines. What became 

known as the “dead lesbian syndrome” broke the hearts of hardcore 
fans, who took to social media to demand better representation and the 
centrality of diverse characters. Examining the uncharted new ability of 
highly engaged audiences to influence entertainment, this shameless 
celebration of obsessive fandom received a Special Programming Award 
for Freedom at Outfest Los Angeles.
(Advisory: coarse language.)

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Maxwell (S205)

Quiet Killing (Ce silence qui tue)
Kim O’Bomsawin, Canada, 2018, 76 min.

Why are Indigenous women so 
much more at risk than other 
Canadians of being assaulted and 
murdered? According to the RCMP, 
missing and murdered Indigenous 
women number close to 1200 – 
which many believe to be grossly 
underestimated. How can this 

shameful epidemic of gendered violence persist here in Canada, which 
imagines itself to be a model for human rights? Humanizing the appallingly 
brutal statistics by juxtaposing heart-wrenching stories of the victims of 
femicide with personal testimonies of Indigenous activists and survivors, 
this searing indictment of systemic failure was named Best Social or 
Political Documentary Program at the Canadian Screen Awards.
In English, French and Algonquin with English subtitles.
(Advisory: disturbing subject matter.)

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Fulford (S212)
Indigenous media maker Nikki Sanchez in attendance.

The Rise of Jordan 
Peterson
Patricia Marcoccia, Canada, 2019, 90 min.

University of Toronto psychology 
professor and bestselling self-
help author Jordan Peterson went 
viral in 2016 with controversial 
YouTube videos lambasting political 
correctness – particularly regarding 
the use of preferred personal 

pronouns – provoking both righteous furor and cultish adulation. Dismissed 
by critics – who resort to draconian tactics to silence him – as a dangerous 
demagogue flirting with the alt-right, Peterson has become a somewhat 
reluctant messiah, appealing primarily to disaffected young men who see 
him as a heroic truth-teller and a motivational guru. This balanced, thought-
provoking examination of a depressive and argumentative iconoclast 
explores the private side of a very polarizing public figure.

Saturday, February 29, at 10:00 am in Erskine (Dance Studio)
Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Vesuvius (N205) 
Director Patricia Marcoccia and producer Maziar Ghaderi in attendance.

Sea of Shadows
Richard Ladkani, Austria, 2019, 104 min.

When Mexican drug cartels and 
Chinese traffickers conspire to 
poach the Gulf of California’s rare 
totoaba in pursuit of its swim 
bladder – known as “aquatic 
cocaine” for the outrageous prices 
it fetches in China – their deadly 
methods threaten to destroy the 
region’s entire marine ecosystem, 

including the vaquita porpoise, the world’s smallest and most endangered 
whale species. Investigative journalists, scientists, environmentalists and 
undercover agents launch a daring mission involving the Mexican Navy to 
save the vaquita and bring an international crime syndicate to justice. This 
breathless real-life thriller won Audience Awards at Sundance and New 
Jersey’s Lighthouse International Film Festival.
In English and Spanish with English subtitles.

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Erskine (Dance Studio)

Salvage 
Amy C. Elliott, USA/Canada, 2019, 57 min.

One of the most popular activities 
in Yellowknife, scavenging at the 
town dump plays a surprisingly 
central role in this former frontier 
town’s civic and social life. One 
of the last open dumps in North 
America, it attracts people from all 
walks of life, who find value and 
a sense of purpose in salvaging 

what others have discarded. Following a vibrant community of colourful 
oddballs battling bureaucratic efforts to close the dump to scavengers, 
this delightfully quirky look at the disgraceful wastefulness of consumer 
culture will have you cheering for those determined to find treasure in 
other people’s trash.

Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)

Push
Fredrik Gertten, Sweden, 2019, 92 min.

Why can people no longer afford 
to live in cities? Housing prices are 
skyrocketing, but incomes aren’t 
keeping up. Families are being 
pushed out of their homes, and 
even police and first responders 
can’t afford to live in the cities 
they’re supposed to protect. 
Meanwhile, new buildings are 

left vacant, sheltering money instead of people. Exploring the corporate 
commodification of housing and the appalling scale of the global housing 
crisis – and how we can push back – this lively and infuriating investigation 
has won multiple awards at festivals around the world, including the 
Audience Award at the Copenhagen International Documentary Festival.
In English, Spanish, German, Italian, Korean & French with English subtitles.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Fernwood (N207)

Sunday, March 1, at 2:30 pm in Fernwood (N207)



Stuffed
Erin Derham, USA/Canada, 2019, 85 min.

If the only taxidermist you can name 
is Norman Bates, then this exquisite 
dissection of the art and science of 
taxidermy will change your mind 
about this deeply misunderstood 
profession. Travel from South Africa 
to The Netherlands to Los Angeles 
as internationally acclaimed 
taxidermists display a wide range of 

styles, from anatomical sculpting to the eerie elegance of dyed specimens. 
You’ll be enthralled by their passionate enthusiasm as these eloquent artists 
gush over the intricacies of capturing each animal’s unique personality. 
This beautifully stylish film was nominated for Best Documentary Awards at 
SXSW and the Nashville Film Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 2:30 pm in Erskine (Dance Studio)

Sunday, March 1, at 4:15 pm in Sunset (N108)

Toxic Beauty 
Phyllis Ellis, Canada, 2019, 90 min.

Most people use various personal 
care products every day without 
ever questioning their safety. Linked 
to cancers, hormonal disruption, 
infertility, diabetes and skin 
disease...the cosmetics industry 
isn’t pretty. The multinational 
corporations pushing profitable 
lotions and potions insist there’s 

nothing to be concerned about, yet a landmark class action lawsuit against 
Johnson & Johnson alleges the company knew for years about carcinogens 
in its talcum powder, and nonetheless kept quiet. With exclusive access to 
scientists, lawyers, whistle-blowers, regulators, politicians and advocates, 
this detailed and stirring account of women fighting for justice won the 
Founder’s Award at the Miami Fashion Film Festival.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Fulford (S212)

Varda by Agnès
Agnès Varda, France, 2019, 115 min.

Oscar-nominated for Faces Places 
(Visages villages) – which we 
screened last year – filmmaker 
Agnès Varda (1928–2019) pioneered 
the experimental New Wave 
movement with her late husband, 
Jacques Demy. In this elegant 
retrospective of an enchanting 
elder, the revered Grande Dame 

of French Cinema conducts a master class to a live audience, playfully 
examining her unorthodox artistic process and her idiosyncratic 64-year 
career, illustrated with excerpts from her 50+ films and scenes from her 
immersive, cinema-themed installations. Cheerfully inquisitive until her 
death last year at 90, Varda is truly an inspiration for remaining perpetually 
creative and passionate about art and life.
Mostly in French with English subtitles.   (Advisory: contains nudity.)

Sunday, March 1, at 10:00 am in Fulford (S212)

When We Walk
Jason DaSilva, USA/Canada, 2019, 78 min.

In his Emmy Award-winning When 
I Walk – which we screened in 
2014 – filmmaker Jason DaSilva 
documented the challenges of 
living with multiple sclerosis. Six 
years later his wife leaves him, 
moving from New York to Texas 
with their child. Paralyzed below the 
neck but undeterred, Jason straps a 

camera to his motorized wheelchair and embarks on a byzantine journey 
through the inconsistencies of America’s broken healthcare system. This 
illuminating portrait of a man with an indestructible drive – who refuses to 
be defined by disability – is also an eloquent testament that true parental 
love means never giving up.

Saturday, February 29, at 12:30 pm in Vesuvius (N205)
Producer Leigh DaSilva and film subject Marianne D’Souza in attendance.

What She Said: The Art 
of Pauline Kael 
Rob Garver, USA, 2018, 96 min.

Trailblazing New Yorker film critic 
Pauline Kael (1919–2001) had an 
immeasurable influence on cinema 
history. Her witty, shoot-from-the-
hip style and unapologetic opinions 
were required reading in the 1970s 
and ‘80s. Roger Ebert called her “the 
most powerful, loved, and hated 

film critic of her time.” In a field that has historically embraced few women, 
Kael was deeply knowledgeable, unabashedly emotional...and utterly 
ruthless. Featuring Sarah Jessica Parker, Quentin Tarantino, Paul Schrader, 
Francis Ford Coppola, Camille Paglia and a cornucopia of memorable film 
clips, this entertaining retrospective won the Golden Strands Award for 
Outstanding Documentary at Wichita’s Tallgrass International Film Festival.

Sunday, March 1, at 12:30 pm in Fulford (S212)

Stieg Larsson: The Man 
Who Played With Fire 
(Stieg Larsson: Mannen som lekte 
med elden)
Henrik Georgsson, Sweden, 2018, 95 min.

Author of the worldwide bestseller 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo, 
which launched the phenomenally 
successful Millennium Trilogy, Stieg 
Larsson (1954–2004) personified 
the courage of his fictional heroes, 

dedicating his life to exposing Sweden’s far-right extremists, at grave risk to 
himself and his colleagues. Based on the 2018 biography by Swedish diplomat 
Jan Stocklassa – which unearthed Larsson’s research linking neo-Nazis to 
the unsolved 1986 assassination of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme – this 
riveting depiction of a tireless crusader for justice is a timely reminder that 
fascism is never conquered; it just lies dormant until it can rise again.
Mostly in Swedish with English subtitles. (Advisory: some violence and hateful language.)

Sunday, March 1, at 4:15 pm in Fernwood (N207)
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Our popular annual Social Justice Bazaar runs all day Saturday and Sunday in the central Festival area at the high school, 
featuring display tables set up by a number of local nonprofits and community organizations. Stop by and find out 
what’s going on locally and how to get more involved in the Salt Spring community! This year’s participants include:Raging Grannies
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support of the Province of British 
Columbia.
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We Make Gluten-Free
Worry Free

Ingredients: Organic Brown Rice Flour,  Organic Amaranth  
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