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This has been a year of unexpected change for the 
board, with key people moving on to other things. Like 
any change, it has been unsettling and even scary, and 
sometimes we were scrambling to get things done.  
But here we are at another amazing festival, and our 
mandate has been fulfilled again. I take this as an 
excellent lesson for what we all need to go through, 
because change is what the festival is really about. If all 
we do is watch some good films once a year, we aren’t 

going to change anything. We’ll be comfortable and safe 
in our own little world. But if we let these stories shake 
us up and motivate us to makes changes, and endure 
the difficulty and discomfort that ensues, we can make 
the whole world a little better for everyone.  Let’s hear 
it for change!

Therin Gower
Chair, Salt Spring Film Festival Society

Welcome to the Festival

The Salt Spring Film Festival

James Cowan - Festival Manager
Tracy Harrison - Festival Administrator

Therin Gower - President
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Bruce Eggertson - Secretary
Neil Martin - Treasurer
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Diane Copeland Thomas - Director
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Fundraising – Noni Peck 
Food – Noni Peck  
Social Justice Bazaar– Maggie Ziegler 
Logistics – Cliff Knox 
Technical – James Cowan 
Marketing & Publicity – James Cowan, Tracy Harrison
Membership – Tracy Harrison, Therin Gower
Website/Social Media – Tracy Harrison
Graphics & Signage – Diane Copeland Thomas, Tracy Harrison 
Volunteers - Therin Gower
Decor – Diana Morris
Box Office – Jim Meadows
Hospitality  - Bruce Eggertson
Zero Waste Management – Marcelle Roy
Projectionists – Judy McPhee
Venue Setup  - Katharine Atkins
Thank you to festival photographers Ron Watts & 
David Borrowman

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE LEADERSSTAFF

Festival Passes
Admission to the Festival is by pass (which is a wristband). 
The passes may be purchased in the following ways:

Weekend + Gala Pass 
Available in advance through the ArtSpring Ticket Centre, 
and at the door. Includes Friday Night Gala.

Weekend Pass, Day Pass, Half Day Pass, Gala Night only
Available at the door. No advance sales.

Pass Prices
Weekend + Gala Gala Night, Sat & Sun $40.00
Weekend Pass  Saturday & Sunday $30.00
Day Pass  Saturday OR Sunday $18.00
Half Day Pass  Sat OR Sun from 2pm $10.00
Gala only  Friday night only $15.00
The purchase price of a pass includes your Salt Spring Film 
Festival Society 2018 membership.

Subsidized Passes
A number of subsidized passes are available through the main reception desk at Community Services main office (268 Fulford 
Ganges Road). Subsidized passes are also available at the Festival box office. Please inquire at the door. Special thanks to Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 92 and Salt Spring Community Services for their support in our subsidized pass program.

Festival Venue   Gulf Islands Secondary School, 232 Rainbow Road



Opening Night Gala
Sponsored by Purica & Beachside

Friday March 2
Doors - 5:30 pm

Film Program starts - 7:00 pm
Tickets $15 at the door

Jane
Brett Morgan, USA, 2017, 90 mins

Drawing from over 100 hours of never-before-seen 
footage that has been tucked away in the National 
Geographic archives for over 50 years, award-
winning director Brett Morgen tells the story of 
JANE. Goodall was a 26-year-old secretary who had 
always felt a yearning for Africa when Kenyan-born 
paleontologist Louis Leakey, looking for someone 
who would bring no scientific bias, chose her to 
travel to Tanzania in 1960. At 83, Jane Goodall has 
achieved emeritus status for her lifelong study of 
chimpanzees and her advocacy for animal rights. 
Virtually any look back is bound to be worthwhile, 
but this film is a showcase of Jane’s astounding 
qualities and life.

Preceded by Lucy – A short animated film. 

Lucy 
Elisa Chee, Canada, 2016, 8 mins

Lucy was an extraordinary chimpanzee raised to believe she was human as 
part of a psychological experiment started in the 1960’s. When Lucy turned 
twelve, she began to act out violently. Her adoptive parents decided to 
send her to Africa where it became a tremendous struggle for Lucy to adapt. 
Lucy managed to learn over 120 words in sign language and was capable 
of expressing complex human emotions that we thought were exclusive 
to the humans. Lucy is a short animated film telling the true-life story of an 
unhappily domesticated chimpanzee, and the extreme sacrifices that Janis 

Carter made to set her free.   Filmmaker, Elisa Chee in attendance

CHANGES FOR 2018! The cafeteria will not be serving dinner. Salt Spring Film Festival will be 
selling savoury and sweet goodies from some of your local favourite bakers. 



Michael Ableman, participant “Evolution of Organic” 
(Saturday March 3, 10:00am Erskine (Dance Studio))
Michael Ableman, based at his family home and farm on Salt Spring Island, is 

an author, organic farmer, educator, and advocate for 
sustainable agriculture. Michael is considered one of the 
pioneers of the organic farming and urban agriculture 
movements. A frequent lecturer to audiences all over the 
world and the winner of numerous awards for his work, 
Michael is the founder of the Center for Urban Agriculture in 
Goleta, California where he farmed for 20 years; co-founder 
and director of Sole Food Street Farms and the charity 
Cultivate Canada in Vancouver, and founder and director of the Center for Arts, 
Ecology and Agriculture on Salt Spring. He is featured in “Evolution of Organic”.

Natalie Boll, director “Meet Beau Dick: Maker of Monsters” 
(Saturday March 3, 12:30pm Erskine (Dance Studio)) 
Natalie Boll is Director of Athene Films in Vancouver with 

15 years of production experience as a Producer, Writer, 
and Production Manager. A graduate of the American 
Academy of Dramatic Arts in New York and from Capilano 
University’s Film Studies program, her award-winning 
short films ?E?Anx (The Cave) and Inconvenience earned 
her widespread critical acclaim at Festivals in Europe, 
Canada and the U.S.A. Natalie has worked as a producer 
in both scripted, and non scripted television such as the Food Network’s World’s 
Weirdest Restaurants and HGTV Canada’s Urban Suburban and Rampage 3 which 
is scheduled for release through Netflix. Natalie and LaTiesha Fazakas completed 
filming the documentary about Beau Dick shortly before his death.

Joella Cabalu, producer “Fixed” 
(Saturday March 3, 10:00am,  Sunday March 4, 12:30pm Fernwood N207)
Joella Cabalu is an award-winning Filipino-Canadian 
Vancouver based documentary filmmaker. In 2015, she 
directed her first documentary It Runs in the Family, 
winning the Audience Choice Award at the 2016 Vancouver 
Queer Film Festival. Fixed is her first venture working solely 
as a producer, alongside emerging director Cat Mills. The 
short documentary received an Honourable Mention for 
Best Short Award at DOXA, Documentary Film Festival 2017.

 
Elisa Chee, director “Lucy” (Opening night)
Since graduating from the animation program at Emily 

Carr in 2003, Elisa Chee has directed animated music video 
Scenes, animated short Crow’s Nests, created animated 
sequences for documentaries, and mentored in animation 
and digital storytelling workshops in numerous remote 
communities across BC and Yukon.  Elisa experiments with 
finding truth within personal stories in her animation and 
storytelling. Elisa Chee is in constant pursuit of authenticity 
in her retelling of personal stories in her animation. 

Silmara and Curtis Emde, directors “Out of the Interior: Survival of 
the Small-town Cinema in British Columbia” 
(Saturday March 3, 2:30pm Vesuvius N205)  

Silmara and Curtis Emde are partners in projects and 

in life with their toddler George. In 2011, they started 
documenting, through photography and in text, the switch 
from analogue film projection to digital movie exhibition, 
which led to the creation of the Projection Project – a 
multimedia look at movie-going in the digital age. In 2016, 
they opened the Orange Lamphouse Studio to undertake 
creative adventures from photo-essays to short videos.  In 2014, they created a 
documentary short Till We Meet Again - a look at Kitsilano’s fabled Hollywood 
Theatre. Out of the Interior is their first feature film.

Jerry Ross Barrish, subject       William Farley, director 
Janis Plotkin, producer, “Plastic Man: the Artful life of Life of Jerry 
Ross Barrish” (Saturday March 3, 2:30pm Erskine (Dance Studio))    
Jerry Barrish attended San Francisco Art Institute in the 
70’s.  Upon graduation he produced feature length narrative 
films and later changed direction in his artistic career to 
visual art - using plastic refuse to create complex and 
intriguing sculptures. 

William Farley’s films have won numerous awards and 
have been screened around the world at prestigious film 
festivals. His first feature film, Citizen: I’m Not Losing My Mind, I’m Giving It Away 
premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 1983. In 1998, Mr. Farley’s poignant 
short film Sea Space was shown at the Sundance Film Festival, New York Film 
Festival and won first prize at the Mannheim Film Festival.

Janis Plotkin programmed and produced the San Francisco Jewish Film Festival, 
a pioneering cultural event. Currently Janis is Senior Film Programmer for World 
Cinema at the Mill Valley Film Festival and has taught at Stanford University, San 
Francisco State University and UC Davis. Plastic Man is her first film as a producer. 

David Karr, participant “Prosperity” 
(Sunday March 4, 12:30pm Vesuvius N205)  
David Karr, Co-Founder and Chief Brand Cebador of 
Guayaki SRP, Inc. represents one of the businesses in 
Prosperity that embraces a revolution that is taking place 
in the corporate world. David is responsible for the look, 
feel and story of Guayaki and is committed to creating a 
sustainable, life generating enterprise that nourishes the 
planet and humanity. In this film, Dr. Pedram Shojai travels 
the globe to examine several businesses that embrace 
concepts of healthy workplace, healthy profits and healthy planet.

P J Marcellino, co-director/producer “When They Awake” 
(Sunday March 4, 12:30pm Erskine (Dance Studio))
PJ Marcellino is a Toronto-based producer/director with 
Longyearbyen Media. He was previously a photo-reporter, 
journalist, author, and editor, and later a political advisor 
with international agencies, before reinventing himself as a 
filmmaker. He brings onto the screen a sense of urgency and 
empathy developed working on hard-hitting socio-political 
issues such as migration, human security, and peace-building. 
His first film, After the War: Memoirs of Exile (2014), was nominated for Best Feature 
and the Golden Pegasus Award at the 2015 Peloponnesian International Film Festival, 
and long-listed for a 2015 SAMHSA Voice Award. Marcellino co-directed, wrote, and 
produced the music documentary When They Awake. 

Ian MacKenzie, director “ Amplify Her” 
(Saturday March 3, 4:15pm Erskine (Dance Studio))   
Ian MacKenzie is an award-winning filmmaker & media 
activist based on Salt Spring Island. He has directed Healing 
of Love (2017), Dear Guardians (2014) which won Best 
Documentary at the Media Film Festival and was named a 
Vimeo Staff Pick. He co-produced Velcrow Ripper’s feature 
film Occupy Love (2013), and more recently released the 
short film Reactor (2013). Sacred Economics (2012) is one 
of his most popular web films, in collaboration with author 
Charles Eisenstein. Ian’s previous short The Revolution Is Love (2011) was named 
one of the top 10 Occupy films to watch 2011. 
 

Attending Filmmakers and Guests  sponsored by ARBOUR
Salt Spring Island
OUSE HOTEL



Nichole Sorochan, director “Amplify Her” 
(Saturday March 3, 4:15pm Erskine (Dance Studio))   
Amplify Her is Nicole’s feature film directorial debut. 
As an experienced impact producer and cross-
platform director, Nicole’s recent credits include: 
“North Through South”, a story-driven website to 
launch alongside Nettie Wild’s film KONELINE: our 
land beautiful (2016); and “The Genius of Caring” a 
web experience for caretakers of Alzheimer patients, 
premiering alongside the PBS release of the film or THE GENIUS OF MARIAN 
(2013) by San Francisco based Banker White. Nicole also co-owns One Net 
Inc., an award winning creative agency based in Victoria, BC where she is 
the Creative Director.

Carmen Pollard, director “For Dear Life” 
(Saturday March 3, 12:30pm Fernwood N207)   
Carmen Pollard brings a combined fifteen years experience 
as a picture and story editor, director, story consultant, and 
visual effects artist to her feature documentary directorial 
debut For Dear Life. Her long list of credits includes work for 
the National Film Board, CBC, Knowledge Network, Disney, 
Warner Bros., MGM, Sony and Fox, among others. She has 
been nominated for a primetime Emmy, a Gemini, and five 
Leo awards, including her 2008 win for Best Picture Editing 
on the NFB feature documentary Dirt. 

Sarama, director “This Living Salish Sea” 
(Saturday March 3, 10:00am Vesuvius N205) 
Involved in social justice and environmental 
issues since his teens, Sarama has worked as a 
photographer, sculptor and film maker. He has scuba 
dived in the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, and 
has traveled in twenty-three countries including 
extensively in Latin America. He has done freelance 
camera work for CHBC-TV, Global-TV, Nippon-TV, as 
well as independent productions. In 2012 Sarama produced and directed 
This Living Earth at Gospel Rock, a meditation on beauty in the natural 
world. Sarama lives in Gibsons Landing, where he continues to explore the 
sea and work in sculpture, photography, and film making.

Kevin Tomlinson, director “Crazywise” 
Judy Kaplan,  executive producer
(Saturday March 3, 12:30 Vesuvius N205)
Kevin Tomlinson, is an independent Seattle-based 
producer, director and cinematographer. Kevin 
directed and co-produced the award-winning feature 
documentary, Back to the Garden which screened at 
over 30 international film festivals, also airing both 
locally and nationally on PBS. As a cinematographer, 
Tomlinson has shot documentaries and travel 
programs throughout Europe, Turkey, Morocco, Haiti, Peru, Sri Lanka, 
Siberia and India. Many shows have been broadcast nationally on the PBS 
series Rick Steves’ Europe.

Judy Kaplan co-produced Crazywise and the award-winning feature 
documentary, Back to the Garden. As a lifelong fine artist she has exhibited 
her paintings created bronze sculpture for public installations, Judy is a 
registered nurse with credentials in Holistic nursing and over 20 years 
experience as a clinical trial research consultant.

Tai Uhlmann, director/producer “Lund: The End of the Road” 
Theo Angell, director/editor/original score
(Sunday March 4, 10:00am Vesuvius N205)
Tai Uhlmann has been working in the film and 
television industry for the past 15 years and has 
directed both short and feature length documentaries 
including the cult classic, For The Love of Dolly, about 
Dolly Parton’s most fervent fans. Her work has been 
screened internationally and has been written about 
in the New York Times, Variety, BUST Magazine and 
the Village Voice. Tai Uhlmann lived in NYC and when she had children 
decided to move back to Lund where she grew up surrounded by hippies.

Theo Angell is a filmmaker, video artist, musician and radio show producer.   
His work has included animation, feature length films and live mobile 
video projections in both urban and rural settings.  He has directed, shot 
and edited music videos, portraiture of both people and places and multi-
channel gallery and museum installations.  His talents earned him a slot in 
the Leonard Cohen “New Skin for the Old Ceremony” exhibition.

Food
Salt Spring Film Festival patrons love good food almost as much as they 
love good documentary films! This has been clear from the beginning 
and we have always endeavored to provide our patrons with healthy, 
affordable and sustainable food choices that enhance the festival 
experience.

In the past few years, the GISS cafeteria has provided a Friday night 
sit-down dinner and weekend lunches for many of our attendees. 
Unfortunately, for reasons beyond our control, these meals will not 
be available this year. Our Film Fest team and film goers will miss the 
cafeteria and we all support their innovative food initiatives.

We invite you to visit the Intermission Café in the Multi-Purpose Room 
throughout the festival. We will be serving savouries and sweets on 
Friday night and yummy breakfast goodies, tempting luncheon choices 
and of course, more delicious snacks to round out each day. All will be 
served fresh, sometimes warm and always with a smile.

You’ll be smiling too when you see the amazing food our local partners 
have provided for us. Jana’s Bake Shop will be busy all weekend 
preparing Jana’s delicious baked goods, both savoury and sweet. 
Laughing Daughters will be baking up their gluten-free brownies and 
lemon loaves, Barb’s will be sending along some yummy selections 
and we’ll have other local establishments surprising us with their 
contributions. What an island we live on!

Freshly made coffee will be provided by TJ Beans on Friday night and 
Ometepe Coffee on Saturday and Sunday. There will be tea at the 
Intermission Café and Salt Spring Water Company is again providing 
bottled water at a few water stations scattered around the main floor. 
Please remember to bring along a mug, glass or water bottle if you want 
to help us cut down on waste and help the planet.

We are again very thankful to all of our suppliers for their participation 
and their generous discounts which enable us to raise funds for the 
annual operation of our very own Salt Spring Film Festival.  Enjoy! 



Acorn and the Firestorm 
Reuben Atlas and Sam Pollard, USA/
India, 2017, 84 mins

For forty years United States anti-
poverty group ACORN with its cross-
country network of local groups was 
a model of community organizing 
and a powerful voice for the poor 
and disenfranchised. This narrative 
of the sordid takedown of ACORN 
after the 2008 election of Barack 

Obama is an informative and comprehensive political thriller with unfolding 
dramatic twists and implications for the political present. The story includes 
ACORN activists, accusations of voter fraud, an undercover duo playing a 
prostitute and pimp, courtroom depositions, a life-long Republican who credits 
ACORN with saving his home, the rise of Breitbart Media and much more.   
Preceded by American Psychosis (short)

Saturday March 3 12:30pm  Maxwell (S205)
Sunday March 4 2:15pm  Erskine (Dance Studio)

American Psychosis 
Amanda Zackem, USA, 2017, 14 mins

This award winning short film 
combines visuals of western daily 
life with an interview with writer and 
activist Chris Hedges on the subject 
of societal collapse, totalitarianism 
and mass psychosis, and our 
difficulty in seeing what’s right in 
front of us. Perhaps that sounds like 
something you’d rather give a pass, 

but in fact Hedges lays it all out with such comprehensive illumination that his 
dissection of our illusions leaves us wide-awake. Hedges has won numerous 
awards including for human rights journalism and his two decades as a 
foreign correspondent deeply inform his take on Trump’s America.  
Precedes Acorn and the Firestorm 

Saturday March 3 12:30pm  Maxwell   (S205)
Sunday March 4    4:15pm  Erskine (Dance Studio)

Amplify Her 
Ian MacKenzie and Nicole Sorochan, 
Canada/USA, 2017, 89 mins

Amplify Her celebrates the burgeoning 
power of women who create 
electronic dance music. EDM 
concerts are a transcendent group 
experience of sound, light, and 
movement led predominantly by 
male DJ’s.  But this is changing. 
Through unique stage personae 

such as Blondtron, Lux Moderna, and AppleCat, female artists are exploring 
their music, sexuality, and spirituality. The local filmmakers convey the wild 
originality of the DJ’s with graphic-novel-inspired animated sequences, 
mesmerizing concert footage, and a delectable sound track. But they 
also show us the women off-stage, dealing with business and personal 
issues that will provoke thought about gender and the future of femininity.  
Filmmakers, Ian MacKenzie and Nicole Sorochan in attendance

Saturday March 3   4:15pm   Erskine (Dance Studio)

Bending the Arc 
Kief Davidson and Pedros Kos, USA, 
2017, 102 mins

“The arc of the moral universe ... 
bends toward justice” said Martin 
Luther King Jr., but people can 
speed up the bend. In the 1980’s, 
doctors Paul Farmer and Jim 
Yong Kim plunged with youthful 
exuberance into the herculean task 
of improving health care in Haiti. 
The key to success? Listening to the 

needs of the people and training local communities to help themselves. 
With the help of activist Ophelia Dahl and others, they created Partners in 
Health, expanding their model to ten countries, savings thousands of lives, 
and insisting on equity in the distribution of medicine, all while maintaining 
the good humour and optimism that shine in this film.  

Sunday March 4   10:00am   Maxwell (S205)

Blue 
Karina Holden, Australia, 2017, 76 mins

Our ocean has been the guardian 
of life on earth. Now, it is our turn 
to be guardians for the ocean. Over 
the past century, industrial scale 
fishing, habitat destruction, species 
loss and pollution have placed the 
ocean in peril, mirroring the events 
that triggered mass extinctions on 
land. The very nature of the sea is 

being irretrievably altered. BLUE is a provocative journey into the ocean 
realm, witnessing this critical moment in time when the marine world is on 
a precipice. Nominated for four Australian Academy of Cinema & Television 
Arts Awards - Winner for Best Cinematography in a Documentary.

Saturday March 3   2:30pm   Bruce (S208)

Bombshell: The Hedy 
Lamarr Story 
Alexandra Dean, USA, 2016, 90 mins

Icon/Immigrant/Inventor…. Good 
looks made Hedy Lamarr a 1940’s 
icon, but her beautiful mind earned 
her a spot in technology history. 
During World War II, the Austrian 
Jewish émigrée developed a secret 
communications system that she 
hoped would help defeat the Nazis, 
then she gave her patent to the navy. 

It was only towards the very end of her life that tech pioneers discovered 
her concept, which is now used as the basis for secure WiFi, GPS, satellites 
and Bluetooth. BOMBSHELL tells the underexposed, amazing story of a 
Hollywood glamour queen who could have been a scientist.

Saturday March 3   10:00am   Maxwell (S205)



Chavela 
Catherine Gund and Daresha Kyi, USA, 
2017, 92 mins

Chavela Vargas sang traditional 
rancheros songs like no other, 
and when she sang everyone who 
heard her could feel her pain and 
their own. An unabashedly out, 
trouser-wearing lesbian singing 
music typically reserved for men, 
she became an iconic, hugely 
successful singer. Chavela was open 

about her lesbian experiences and didn’t care about what anyone thought. 
The directors navigate the peaks and troughs of her astonishing life, from 
her initial fame to the alcoholic wilderness years, to her rediscovery by 
Pedro Almodovar in the 1990’s when she was selling out stadiums until her 
death at the age of 93 in 2012.

Saturday March 3   4:15pm   Vesuvius (N205)

Citizen Jane: Battle for 
the City 
Matt Tyrnauer, USA, 2016, 92 mins

When New York was being ravaged 
by ruthless redevelopment, Jane 
Jacobs blew the whistle. With her 
prescient 1961 bestseller “The Death 
and Life of Great American Cities,” 
the activist often called a “genius of 
common sense” sent shockwaves 
through the urban planning world, 

despite her lack of formal education and experience. Jacobs changed 
forever the way we think about cities, inspiring generations to take another 
look at their surroundings and question received wisdom. Examining the 
city of today through the lens of one of its greatest champions, CITIZEN 
JANE was nominated for Best Documentary at the 2017 Miami Film Festival.

Sunday March 4   10:00am   Tuam (S207) 

City Of Joy 
Madeleine Gavin, USA/Congo, 2016, 
74 mins

This extraordinary film inspires 
with the possibility of healing 
and transformation, even after 
the most horrendous suffering. 
Women in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo suffer not only war and 
the destruction of community but 
extensive sexual violence. The City 
of Joy is a place of refuge where 

traumatized women share their traumas, overcome despair and prepare 
themselves to be powerful voices of change. This beautifully made film 
offers witness to both injury of rape and the resilience of the human spirit. 
A must see recommendation from the entire screening committee, with a 
warning that graphic testimony of rape is included.  

Sunday March 4   2:30pm   Bruce (S208)

Complicit 
Heather White and Lynn Zhang, USA/
China, 2016, 88 mins

While people in the West use 
smartphones to live healthier, 
happier lives, the construction of 
such devices has horrific health 
effects on the people who actually 
make them. Complicit shines a 
light on this dark irony. What are 
the human costs? Arriving young 
and healthy from the Chinese 

countryside, they labour long hours in dangerous conditions. Complicit is 
proving to be a powerful documentary in the effort to persuade technology 
companies to end their use of life threatening chemicals in production. 
Workers in Asia - most of them in their late teens and early 20’s - are 
literally dying in making your smartphones.
Preceded by Fixed – Producer, Joella Cabalu in attendance 

Saturday March 3   10:00am    Fernwood (N207)
Sunday March 4      12:30pm    Fernwood (N207)

Crazywize 
Phil Borges and Kevin Tomlinson, USA, 
2017, 82 mins

What if a psychological crisis were 
seen as a positive transformative 
experience? Contrary to Western 
views, traditional Indigenous 
cultures accept non-ordinary 
states of consciousness and allow 
“psychotic” symptoms to be 
seen as an indicator of shamanic 
potential. Interviews with renowned 

mental health professionals Gabor Mate, Robert Whitaker and Roshi Joan 
Halifax explore the severity of the North American mental health crisis 
dominated by biomedical psychiatry, and add to the growing movement of 
professionals and psychiatric survivors who demand alternative treatments 
that focus on recovery through rituals, nurturing social contact and finding 
meaning in deep connections to nature and one another.
Filmmakers, Kevin Tomlinson and Judy Kaplan in attendance 

Saturday March 3   12:30   Vesuvius (N205)

David Hockney at The 
Royal Academy of Arts 
Phil Grabsky, UK, 2017, 80 mins

David Hockney At The Royal 
Academy Of Arts: A Bigger Picture 
2012 & 82 Portraits And One Still 
Life 2016. Widely considered 
Britain’s most popular artist, David 
Hockney is a global sensation. Now 
entering his 9th decade, Hockney 
shows absolutely no evidence of 

slowing down or losing his trademark boldness. The film focuses on two 
blockbuster exhibitions of Hockney’s recent work at the Royal Academy 
of Arts: A Bigger Picture 2012 and 82 Portraits and One Still Life 2016. 
Filmmaker, Phil Grabsky puts Hockney at ease and allows the intimacy 
of conversation to flow naturally and deeply. Here we don’t just look at 
portraits, we hear the lifetime’s worth of stories behind them. 

Saturday March 3   2:30pm   Maxwell (S205)
Sunday March 4    10:00am   Bruce    (S208)
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12:00 noon LUNCH BREAK

Erskine Vesuvius Fernwood Maxwell Tuam Bruce

Gentle Reminders
•  Please be patient at the entrance to the venue and films. 
Lineups happen. Volunteers try to get people through the 
doors as quickly as possible. If you have questions, concerns, 
suggestions, or compliments, please speak to one of the 
volunteers or Festival staff. 

•  Seating is first come first served. Some films may be full. 
It’s suggested that you have a backup plan in case the film 
you want to see is full.  Arrive at screening rooms in good 
time for the showing to get your seat. This maximizes your 

chance of getting to see the film of your choice. There is 
no reserved seating. No standing permitted. Check your 
program guide to see which films are being repeated. 

•  Once the film has started, respect the audience by not 
entering late. If you do enter late, please be quiet and 
courteous. 

•  If you need to munch, do it before or after a screening. No 
food or beverages (except water in a sealed container) are 
allowed in the screening rooms (classrooms). 
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NOON

Erskine Vesuvius Fernwood Maxwell Tuam Bruce

•  Bring your own water bottles. There are two drinking 
fountains onsite and water stations available. 

• Bring your own coffee cups for coffee or hot beverages.

• Vacate the screening room before the start of the next film.

• Quiet in the hallways is appreciated so as not to disturb 
other film viewers.

• Please refrain from wearing strong scents and tall hats.

• You will be sitting on plastic classroom chairs, or rental 
chairs. You can bring your own cushion or rent one from the 
Grandmothers To Grandmothers booth. Daily cushion rental 
is for a minimum $2.00 donation, and supports the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation. They also offer free cushion parking - if 
you have to leave the building they’ll store it, you can pick it 
up when you return.

• This is a cash-only event. There is no bank machine on site.

Rebels on 
Pointe
90 min

When They 
Awake
90 min
Filmmaker

Blue
76 min

Acorn and 
the Firestorm
88 min &

American 
Psychosis 
14 min

Lund: The 
End of the 
Road
112 min
Filmmaker

Prosperity
85 min 
Filmmaker

Island Earth
61 min

Faces Places 
(Visages 
Villages)
90 min

The 
Venerable W
100 min
Special Guest

Complicit
88 min

&

Fixed
14 min
Filmmaker

Let There Be 
Light
80 min

Bombshell: 
The Hedy 
Lamarr Story
90 min

Bending The 
Arc
102 min

Shadowman
81 min

Fattitude
88 min

Citizen Jane: 
Battle for the 
City
92 min

Free CeCe
87 min

Last Stand - The 
Vanishing Caribou 
Rainforest
35 min

Life At A Snail’s
Pace 
23 min

David 
Hockney at 
the Royal 
Academy of 
Arts
80 min

I am Not 
Your Negro
93 min

City of Joy
74 min

Dolores
95 min

12:00 noon LUNCH BREAK
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Dolores 
Peter Bratt, USA, 2017, 90 mins

“You can’t make change, unless 
you’re willing to give something 
up” says Dolores Huerta, life-
long organizer who co-founded 
the United Farm Workers with 
Cesar Chavez in the 1960s. This 
very engaging film brings an 
extraordinary woman - human 
rights activist who endured jail and 

beating, tough negotiator, mother – out of the shadows to a well-deserved 
place in the front line of history. Combining extensive and powerful archival 
material with interviews - including with the now 87 year old Dolores and 
some of her eleven children, Dolores is a wonderful celebration of a life of 
engagement while also exploring the price paid.  

Saturday March 3  12:30pm   Bruce (S208)
Sunday March 4  4:15pm    Bruce (S208)

Drokpa 
Yan Chun Su, USA/China, 2016, 79 mins

This elegaic film follows the Tibetan 
nomads known as Drokpa in what 
appears to be the closing years of 
their traditional existence. They 
are no longer free to roam; the 
Chinese government restricts them 
to allotments, and environmental 
changes are causing sand to 
encroach, destroying the grazing 

areas they depend on and threatening the water supply of hundreds of 
millions of Chinese. Haunting music and minimalist commentary accompany 
the visual record of their lifestyle, with its beauty, effort, and sometimes 
mysterious activities. Although they travel by tractor now, instead of yak, 
the Drokpa are not willing to give up what they value.  

Saturday March 3   4:15pm   Tuam (S207)

Faces Places (Visages 
Villages)
Rosalie Varda, France, 2017, 90 mins

Although the title suggests that the 
faces and places of rural France are 
the focus of this film, its biggest 
treat is the unlikely, hilarious and 
perceptive relationship between 
artists Agnes Varda and JR.  Earthy, 
tiny, octogenarian Agnes and 
tall, witty young JR tease, charm 

and inspire each other (and us) as they go on the quintessential road 
trip. Combining Agnes’s film work and JR’s murals, they celebrate local 
townspeople by listening to their stories and creating surprisingly profound 
giant murals of their faces on significant structures. Faces Places has been 
nominated for the Academy Award for Best Documentary.

Saturday March 3   10:00am   Tuam (S207)
Sunday March 4   4:15pm     Vesuvius (N205)

Fattitude 
Lindsey Averill and Viridiana Lieberman, 
USA, 2016, 88 mins

As liberal, freethinking, inclusive 
people we pride ourselves on not 
discriminating against others. But 
there is one culturally acceptable 
area where we feel free to heap 
scorn and abuse: discrimination 
based on fat. With laudable 
humour and a flood of pop culture 
references, Fattitude shows how 

we force fat people into stereotypical roles, deprive them of basic rights 
(did you know people can be legally fired for being fat?) and make negative 
assumptions about their intelligence and health. The cost and restricted 
availability of healthy food makes this a socioeconomic problem as well. 
What’s your fattitude? Challenge it with this engaging film.

Sunday March 4    2:30pm   Maxwell (S205)

Evolution of Organic
Mark Kitchell, USA, 2016, 87 mins

A motley crew of back-to-the-
landers, spiritual seekers and 
farmers’ sons and daughters 
thumbed their noses at chemical 
farming and set in motion a wave of 
change. What lies beyond organic? 
Much more than the just a backstory, 
Evolution of Organic, explores 
sustainable alternatives waiting 

on the horizon. The film explores organic techniques; making compost; 
growing your own fertilizer and natural pest control using beneficial 
insects. “Creating health in the soil, creates health in the ecosystem and 
creates health in the atmosphere – and it all cycles round.” 
Film participant, Michael Ableman in attendance 

Saturday March 3   10:00am   Erskine (Dance Studio)

Fixed  
Cat Mills, director and producer, Joella 
Cabalu, Canada, 2016, 14 mins

Once upon a time people 
maintained their equipment and 
fixed their belongings when they 
broke down. Now we are all too 
likely to toss an item and buy a new 
one, either because it is cheaper 
than to pay someone to repair it, or 
(even more likely) because we don’t 
have the knowledge and can’t find 

someone who does. The solution? Repair cafes, where volunteers help 
their neighbours to conserve their belongings and the resources that went 
into them instead of adding them to the junk pile.  The owners leave this 
Toronto repair cafe with big smiles, and you will too. 
Precedes Complicit - Producer, Joella Cabalu in attendance

Saturday March 3   10:00am    Fernwood (N207)
Sunday March 4      12:30pm    Fernwood (N207)



For Dear Life 
Carmen Pollard, Canada, 2017, 74 mins

Filmed over the last three years 
of James Pollard’s life around 
Vancouver BC, this film is a loving 
tribute directed by his friend and 
cousin, Carmen Pollard. In life, 
James was a long time theatre 
producer and he turns his terminal 
cancer into another creative, social 
experience. His final act is designed 
to help his loved ones experience 

the process of his death, in a positive, compassionate and interesting way. 
He helps to design his coffin and arranges a unique burial using clay mud. 
Carmen and James create healthy dialogue and understanding about his 
death, using candour, story and humour.
Filmmaker, Carmen Pollard in attendance

Saturday March 3   12:30pm   Fernwood (N207)

Free Cece 
Jacqueline Gares, USA, 2017, 87 mins 

African-American trans woman 
Cece McDonald was with friends 
when she was attacked. She 
fought back, a man died, and Cece 
ended up doing 41 months in a 
men’s prison. Cece emerged from 
the institutionalized transphobia 
of prison an activist leader in the 
LGBTQ community. Cece’s story 
is embedded in the story of trans 

women of colour in the United States, women who face extreme levels 
of violence and have a shockingly short life expectancy. This is a powerful 
edgy film that highlights and honours voices that are too often silenced - 
voices that demand our attention.   

Sunday March 4   12:30   Tuam (S207)

Freelancer on the Front 
Lines 
Santiago Berolino, Canada, 2017, 
96 mins

It’s often fascinating when the 
storyteller becomes the story. In this 
NFB film, Santiago Bertolino turns 
his camera on Canadian freelance 
journalist Jesse Rosenfeld following 
him to the protests and battlefields 
of the Middle East. In order to earn 
a living, Jesse is constantly on the 

move. Santiago must choose between getting the shot or getting shot. “It 
felt strange that Santiago was doing a lot of the things that I do to get 
people to reveal their perspective of the truth,” says Rosenfeld. This is a 
gritty, thrilling, insider’s look at the weighty challenges facing a modern, 
independent journalist.

Saturday March 3   4:15   Fernwood (N207)

Free Lunch Society:
Come Come Basic Income
Christian Tod, Austria/Germany, 2017, 
96 mins

What would you do with your 
one wild and precious life if your 
basic income were taken care of? 
A controversial idea whose time 
has come. Guaranteeing annual 
income might be a more efficient 
way of delivering social programs, 

while promoting equality, improving population health and reducing crime. 
Demonstration projects in Canada, Namibia and the U.S. challenge the 
notion that guaranteeing basic income encourages laziness, appearing 
instead to provide incentives to pursue more rewarding and socially useful 
types of work. But opposition abounds, as guaranteeing annual income 
isn’t just about redistributing wealth — it’s also about the redistribution of 
power.

Saturday March 3   12:30   Tuam (S207)

I am Not Your Negro 
Raoul Peck, Switzerland/France/Bel-
gium/USA, 2016, 93 mins

In 1979, James Baldwin wrote a letter 
to his literary agent describing his 
next project, Remember This House. 
The book was to be a revolutionary, 
personal account of the lives and 
successive assassinations of three 
of his close friends - Medgar Evers, 
Malcolm X and Martin Luther King 
Jr. At the time of Baldwin’s death 

in 1987, he left behind only thirty completed pages of his manuscript. In 
this documentary, the filmmaker envisions the book James Baldwin never 
finished. The result is a radical, up-to-the-minute examination of race in 
America, using Baldwin’s original words and flood of rich archival material. 
Just won for Best Documentary at BAFTA (2018), the British equivalent of 
the Academy Awards.

Saturday March 3   10:00am   Bruce (S208)   

Island Earth 
Cyrus Sutton, USA, 2016, 61 mins

Before contact, the beautiful 
Hawaiian Islands fed their 
considerable population with 
farming methods adapted to local 
conditions. Now, the islands are the 
biggest global site for year round 
open air field testing of restricted 
pesticides, with widespread health 
consequences.  Island Earth 
introduces us to islanders fighting 

big agribusiness as well as those working for food security through local 
farming and reconnection to the wisdom of traditional and sustainable 
agricultural practices. This film is a doorway into food production on an 
island far from ours, with different challenges, but still filled with an island 
spirit that we easily recognize.

Sunday March 4    2:30pm   Vesuvius (N205)



The Judge 
Erika Cohn, USA, 2017, 81 mins

In this year of women’s demands 
to be heard, what a pleasure it is to 
see a wise, strong woman working 
to ensure women’s rights. Kholoud 
Al-Faqih is the first female Shari’a 
law judge in the Middle East. The 
Shari’a law system rules on family 
and domestic matters within the 
Muslim community. As run by men, 

the system has frequently misused its own laws and allowed confusion 
about the rights it should be protecting. Not surprisingly, Al-Faqih meets 
resistance as she educates the people who come before her court about a 
new way to view gender roles and justice.

Saturday March 3   2:30   Tuam   (S207)

Last Stand: The Vanishing 
Caribou Rainforest
Colin Arisman, Canada, 2017,35 mins

Last Stand: The Vanishing Caribou 
Rainforest is a cinematic journey 
into the tragically threatened 
world of endangered mountain 
caribou, their home in the world’s 
largest remaining inland temperate 
rainforest, and the critical human 
choices that will ultimately decide 

the fate of this stunning ecosystem. With the failure of agencies in the U.S. 
and Canada to regulate industrial resource extraction effectively, honor the 
treaty rights of indigenous peoples, and protect the integrity of the natural 
systems of this region, this film gives voice to First Nations, scientists, 
foresters, conservationists, and recreationists.
Shown with Life at a Snail’s Pace (short)

Sunday March 4    2:30pm   Tuam   (S207)

Let There Be Light
Mila Aung-Thwin and Van Royko 
Canada/France/Italy/Switzerland/USA, 
2017, 80 mins 

Here comes the sun. Or does it? 
The future belongs to scientists 
from 37 different countries, who 
are working in France to try and 
solve the perplexing puzzle that is 
nuclear fusion. And then there are 
the independent garage inventors 
working toward the same goal. 

Creating an artificial star on earth that can provide a clean, cheap and 
endless source of energy will be the greatest accomplishment of humankind 
to date and possibly the best answer to fossil fuel driven climate change. 
Can it be done? Two Canadian filmmakers share the inspiring story of this 
colossal experiment.

Sunday March 4    2:30pm   Fernwood (N207)

Life At A Snail’s Pace 
Alexandra Gaulupeau, UK, 2017, 23 mins

What happens when you fall in 
love with a mollusk? If you are 
Marla Coppolino, you build your 
little friend a comfortable home, 
make their clothes and take them 
out. Land snails are found on every 
continent except for Antarctica and 
can live to be 20 years old. Marla 
wants everyone to appreciate the 
beauty and importance of these 

tiny arthropods. She is a biologist, artist, and passionate advocate for a 
creature that is usually ignored or reviled. This film is a wonderfully quirky 
and memorable look at her snails that may forever change your walk 
through the garden.
Shown with Last Stand – The Vanishing Caribou Rainforest

Sunday March 4    2:30pm   Tuam (S207)

Lund: The End of the 
Road 
Tai Uhlmann and Theo Angell, Canada, 
2017, 112 mins 

Not all the hippies and draft dodgers 
ended up on Salt Spring! For some, 
the end of the road was Lund. This 
warm and affectionate film shares 
the memories and stories of those 
who arrived in Lund in the 70’s to 
pursue a lifestyle far removed from 
their city upbringing, and equally far 

from that of the conservative fishermen and loggers who were already in 
residence. Tai Uhlmann grew up with a funky house and lots of freedom; 
now she and husband Theo Angell have co-directed this film to explore 
what has changed and what has remained for the hippies at the end of the 
road.
Filmmakers, Tai Uhlmann and Theo Angell in attendance

Sunday March 4    10:00am   Vesuvius (N205)

Meet Beau Dick: Maker 
of Monsters 
Latiesha TiSiTla Fazakas and Natalie 
Boll, Canada, 2017, 92 mins

Meet Beau Dick gives an intimate 
look into the life of one of 
Canada’s greatest artists. He was 
a Kwakwaka’wakw carver from 
Alert Bay, a small remote village 
on the Northwest Coast of British 
Columbia. Beau Dick’s remarkable 
masks have been celebrated across 

the global art scene as vibrant expressions of West Coast Indigenous 
culture and a sophisticated crossover into the contemporary art world. 
Dick had an unprecedented ability to tap into the collective memory of his 
people and breathe new life into age - old traditions. Beau’s celebrity status 
called attention to the injustices done to his people and the environment. 
Filmmaker, Natalie Boll in attendance

Saturday March 3   12:30pm   Erskine (Dance Studio)



Out of the Interior: Survival 
of the Small-town Cinema 
in British Columbia
Curtis & Silmara Emde, Canada, 2017, 71 mins

In recent years, Vancouver has seen 
the closing of classic cinemas like 
the Hollywood and Ridge theatres. 
In Burnaby, Surrey and Victoria, 
marquee lights have also been 
permanently switched off. British 
Columbia is losing its historic 

cinemas. The switch from traditional 35mm film to digital projection has 
been a major factor in these closures. Purchasing new equipment can 
cost up to $80,000. Something beyond the switch to digital was keeping 
cinemas alive in the interior. What makes cinemas in smaller communities 
succeed? To answer these questions, the filmmakers hit the road, travelling 
through the Kootenays, Okanagan, Boundary and Columbia valley. 
Filmmakers, Curtis and Silmara Emde in attendance 

Saturday March 3   2:30pm   Vesuvius (N205)

Plastic Man: The Artful 
Life of Jerry Ross Barrish
William Farley and Janis Plotkin, USA, 
2014, 54 min

Plastic Man tells the remarkable 
story of Jerry Barrish who chose a 
creative life in his 50’s and found 
success. Well known for creating 
sculptural art out of scavenged 
plastic debris, primarily from the 
beaches near San Francisco or 

Bay Area recycling centers, Barrish has pursued his chosen medium with 
a singular determination. For the past two decades he has dedicated his 
career as a sculptor to just about the lowest caste of material available, 
discarded plastic. Within the last decade, Barrish has been casting selected 
pieces in bronze, adding a whole new dimension to the work.
Filmmakers, William Farley and Janis Plotkin and subject, Jerry Ross 
Barrish in attendance

Saturday March 3   2:30pm   Erskine (Dance Studio)

Prosperity
Mark Van Wijk, USA, 2017, 80 mins

Supply chain, sustainable growth, 
fair trade, conscious capitalism, 
ethical profits; these are some 
of the keywords for a revolution 
taking place within the corporate 
world. Consumer expectations are 
changing and business is taking 
notice. Dr. Pedram Shojai travels 
the globe to examine various 
businesses that embrace concepts 

of healthy workplace, healthy profits and healthy planet. “You want to 
protest? Stop putting your money into the hands of people you disagree 
with. That’s a protest,” says organic farmer Eugene Cook. Anyone looking 
for hope, optimism and advice on how we can all play our part needs to 
see this film.
Film participant, David Karr in attendance

Sunday March 4   12:30pm   Vesuvius (N205)

Shadowman 
Oren Jacoby, USA, 2017, 81 mins

In the 1980 boom years of the New 
York street art movement, there 
were three artists making a lot of 
noise - Keith Haring, Jean-Michel 
Basquiat and Richard Hambleton. 
Richard, a Vancouverite and Emily 
Carr graduate, painted hundreds 
of startling shadows, menacing 
silhouettes and figures on the walls 
of Lower Manhattan. He became 

the darling of the art world. Early on Basquiat succumbed to an overdose 
and Haring died of Aids. Richard survived the street scene and achieved 
commercial success. However, just last year Richard’s rough and tumble 
life style of homelessness, drugs and untreated skin cancer finally caught 
up to him.

Saturday March 3   4:15pm   Maxwell (S205) 
Sunday March 4    12:30pm   Maxwell (S205)

This Living Salish Sea
Sarama, Canada, 2017, 95 mins

How can ordinary people resist 
industrial development that causes 
both local harm and global climate 
change? This call to action examines 
the rising tide of awakening 
and powerful undercurrents of 
resistance as activists from coastal 
communities and First Nations 
engage in civil disobedience to 
confront multinational corporations 

forcing pipelines and tankers carrying fossil fuels through ecologically 
sensitive environments. Featuring extensive underwater cinematography 
filmed over four and a half years, this celebration of the beauty of the 
Salish Sea examines the living treasures of North America’s second 
largest “inland” sea, and how this diverse environment is threatened by 
unsustainable human activity.
Filmmaker, Sarama in attendance

Saturday March 3   10:00am   Vesuvius (N205)

Rebels on Pointe 
Bobbi Jo Hart, Canada/UK/Italy/USA/
Japan, 2016, 90 mins

Combining classic ballet 
choreography with comedy, 
inhabiting a space somewhere 
between ‘high art and camp,’ 
the world famous Les Ballets 
Trockadero de Monte Carlo is an 
all male drag ballet company with 
a global cult following.  Emerging 

over forty years ago at the time of the Stonewall riots protesting a police 
raid on New York’s gay community, the company provides a space for 
those not at home in the conventional ballet world.  The combination of 
onstage artistry with backstage entry into intimate stories of the dancer’s 
lives will touch your heart and bring a smile to your face.  

Sunday March 4   10:00am   Erskine (Dance Studio)



The Venerable W 
Barbet Schroder, France/Switzerland, 
2017, 100 mins

The Venerable W is a deeply 
disturbing look at the Burmese 
Buddhist monk Ashin Wirathu, whose 
abhorrent Islamophobic rhetoric has 
been at the forefront of Myanmar’s 
ethnic cleansing campaign against 
the Rohingya minority and other 
Muslims. What’s especially troubling 
for the filmmaker is that the monk’s 

dehumanizing sermons seem to run counter to everything we associate 
with Buddhism, the religion of peace and enlightenment. Yet Wirathu’s 
Buddhism is a nationalist, racist and bloodthirsty ideology, leading to Time 
magazine placing him on their July 1, 2013 cover with the headline, “The 
Face of Buddhist Terror.” This situation in Myanmar is deeply complex.
Special Guest, Greg Constantine in attendance

Sunday March 4    10:00am   Fernwood (N207)

When They Awake 
P J Marcellino and Hermon Farahi, 
Canada/USA, 2017, 90 mins

When They Awake documents 
a remarkable generation of 
established and emerging 
Indigenous musicians in a moment 
of cultural and political resurgence. 
In this era of native resurgence, 
from Idle No More to Standing Rock, 
Indigenous musicians across North 
America are making their voices 

heard...and people are starting to listen. Working in every genre from 
Hip Hop to Rock to EDM and beyond, a generation of native musicians are 
channeling the pain of the past into a stirring, hopeful vision of the future. 
When They Awake is a magnum opus documenting contemporary indigenous 
musicians as they transform historical trauma into compelling art.
Filmmaker, P J Marcellino in attendance

Sunday March 4   12:30pm   Erskine (Dance Studio)

What Lies Upstream 
Cullen Hoback, USA, 2017, 89 mins

Award-winning investigative 
filmmaker Cullen Hoback travels to 
West Virginia to uncover the truth 
behind a massive chemical spill that 
left 300,000 people without drinking 
water for months. When Hoback 
discovers an obscene collusion 
between chemical corporations and 
the highest levels of government, 

the investigation spirals into an indictment of the entire system meant to 
protect drinking water, revealing cover-ups at the highest levels — and 
shows how it could happen again. Learn the frightening truth about what 
lies upstream of us all in this scandalous political exposé, which received a 
Special Jury Mention at the 2017 Seattle International Film Festival.

Saturday March 3   4:15pm   Bruce (S208)

Cuerdas (Strings)  Pedro Solís García, Spain 2014, 11 mins

Cuerdas (Strings) is a very beautiful and touching Spanish short animated 
film directed by Pedro Solis about love, friendship, acceptance, dreams 
and hopes. Maria‘s routine at school is altered by the arrival of a very 
special child. Soon, they become close friends. Winner of the 2015 Best 
Animated Short Award.

My Father’s Tools   Heather Condo, Canada, 2017, 7 mins

The story introduces Stephen Jerome, a traditional basket maker from 
the Mi’gmaq First Nation community of Gesgapegiag in the province of 
Quebec. Stephen creates traditional baskets, honouring his father with 
each stroke, finding peace in his studio as he connects spiritually with 
the man who taught him this ancestral art form. This film is produced by 
Wapikoni mobile, a travelling audiovisual creation studio fully equipped 
with cutting-edge technology that visits Indigenous communities 
across Canada and Latin America to help spark the creativity of young 
Indigenous people. These videos become powerful tools for social 
change and are part of a journey towards reconciliation.

- SELECTED SHORT FILMS -
Saturday March 3  2:30pm   Fernwood (N207)

You’re Already in the Band (You Just Don’t Know It Yet)
Sandra Ignagni, Canada 2017, 12 mins

Sandra Ignagni could hear music coming from the streets at her home on 
Vancouver’s Commercial Drive. It just so happened that she was studying 
documentary filmmaking and looking for a story. Officially known as 
‘The Carnival Band’, they call themselves tricksters, and rabble-rousers. 
Their vast repertoire includes original tunes from their members as well 
as samba, calypso, swing, Afrobeat, jazz, funk, disco, and folk. Follow 
this inclusive and lively group of trained and neophyte musicians as they 
wander the streets, with band leader Tim Sars, to see how they’ve been 
making the neighbourhood smile for over ten years.  

You Are On Indian Land  
Michael Kanentakeron Mitchell, 1969, 36mins

It’s now almost fifty years since this groundbreaking film was shot as part 
of the NFB’s Challenge for Change program, and with it’s 2017 re-release 
it finally has corrected credits. It’s November 1969 and the Akwasasne 
Mohawks have set up a border roadblock to protest the Canadian 
Government’s abuse and disregard for the Jay treaty of 1794. Sadly, it 
is a familiar story to Canadians and yet this film was one of the very first 
told with the First Nation’s voice. This film is often considered the start of 
Indigenous documentary in Canada.

Water Warriors 
Michael Premo, USA, 2016, 20 mins

In 2013, a Texas energy company arrived in New Brunswick, Canada to 
explore for natural gas. The region is known for its forestry, farming and 
fishing industries, which are both commercial and small-scale subsistence 
operations that rural communities depend on. In response, a multicultural 
group of unlikely warriors–including members of the Mi’kmaq Elsipogtog 
First Nation, French-speaking Acadians and white, English-speaking 
families - set up a series of road blockades, preventing exploration. After 
months of resistance, their efforts not only halted drilling; they elected 
a new government and won an indefinite moratorium on fracking in the 
province.
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Raspberries , Sugar, Golden Sugar, Concentrated Lemon 
Juice, Fruit Pectin).
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